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Newsletter No. 19 ï Term 2, Week 10           Thursday, 25
th

 June 2009 

 

From the Principalé.. 

 

 
 
We still have many families indicating they will be enrolling at Kalinda for next 
year.  If you are an established family with a child beginning school next year, 
please enrol as soon as possible.  Also, if you know of any families who are not 
yet at Kalinda but intending to enrol, could you please ask them to contact the 
office for the necessary forms. 
 
 

LAST MONDAYõS ASSEMBLY 
 
What a great assembly we had last Monday.  It was nearly an hour long but we had lots of terrific 
things to celebrate.  Visiting guests from Earthwatch and Victoria Electricity were there to help us 
welcome back Karen Johns from her expedition to the wilds of Brazil.  Karen has been thrilling the 
Level 3 children with tales of frogs and otters, alligators and snakes.  I suspect she is still 
recovering from jet lag, however, with the holidays approaching, Karen will have lots of time to relax 
and finish her reports! 
 
The whole school celebrated World Environment Day by dressing in blue, grade presentations at 
assembly and tree planting in the open areas near the vegetable garden.  Thank you, Carli, for 
organising all the activities.   
 
Another terrific celebration was for our Chessnuts (Kalinda Chess Club).  Below is a piece from 
Jenny Hockey, giving all the news of the results of the tournament the children attended last Friday.   
 

KALINDA CHESS CLUB (CHESSNUTS)  
 
Last Friday we attended our first interschool chess tournament for the year at Birmingham Primary 
School in Lilydale.  We competed against the following schools: 
 
Warburton Primary School   Birmingham Primary School 
Lilydale Primary School (Team A)  Lilydale Primary School (Team B) 
 
I am very pleased to announce that Kalinda Primary School came first and, as such, we have been 
invited to attend the State Championships at the end of the year.  Wow, what a fantastic effort! 
 
Our team consisted of the following players: 
 
 Keira (34H)   Chloe (56R)   Jack (34C) 
 Cooper (34W   Oliver (34J)   Sarah (34W) 
 Jonard (56T)   Claire (56S)   Riley (34C) 
 Chelsea (56R)   Kyle (34C)   George (56T) 
 Luke (34H)   Steven (56R) 
 
Many of the children had not played in a tournament before and are also newcomers to the Chess 
Club.  They all had a wonderful time and canôt wait for the opportunity to attend another 
tournament. 
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It seems chess must run in the family as Sarah came along to her 
first tournament, won 4 out of her 7 games and was awarded a 
Gold Medal for being one of our top scorers of the day.  (Iôm sure 
Sarahôs brother, Christian, an ex-Kalinda student and previous 
chess club member, is very proud of his sister.) 
 
Claire also won 4 out of her 7 games and had a smile on her face 
the whole day, especially when she received her Gold Medal.  Well 
done, Claire! 
 
Steven is in his third year of Chess Club and has been to 
tournaments before, but last Friday he was a credit to himself and 
the school.  Steven won 5 out of his 7 games, earning him a 
Certificate of Distinction and a Gold Medal.  He was also awarded 
the Certificate of Outstanding Sportsmanship at assembly on 
Monday and was a great mentor to a lot of our younger players on the day. 
 
Both Chelsea and George won all 7 of their games, an absolutely tremendous effort by both of them.  Not 
only did they receive Certificates of High Distinction and Gold Medals, but Chelsea also received a second 
Gold Medal for being the top player of the day.  George received a Silver Medal for second top player of the 
day.  These two children love their chess and, not only attend chess club every week, but are also members 
of a chess club outside of school.  This has certainly paid off for both of them and they should be very proud 
of themselves.   
 
A big thank you, to the parents who helped out 
with transportation, and those that came along 
to support their children on the day.  This was 
much appreciated. 
 
Have a wonderful break and Iôll see you at 
Chess Club next term. 
 
JENNY HOCKEY 
(VERY PROUD COACH) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KALINDA WEBSITE  
 
Our new long-awaited website is nearly ready to be published.  The website will have lots of information 
about the school, but one of the main features of the website will be our on-line newsletter.  On Thursday, 6

th
 

August we will cease sending out published newsletters with the children.  Our newsletters can be viewed 
and downloaded from the website from this date.   
 
We realise there may be some members of our community who do not have access to the Internet.  In the 
first three weeks of next term we will be publishing a form in the newsletter which you can send back to the 
school if you require a hard copy to be sent home after the 6

th
 August, when our newsletter goes on-line.  

Please watch out for this form.   
 

Is This Your Child?  
 
We had a phone call yesterday from one of our concerned neighbours, who lives in Maggs Street near the 
school.  He was telling us that every day he finds a lunch thrown next to the fence, which backs on to the 
creek.  The lunches comprise of juice boxes, mandarins and sandwiches.  Obviously this is very 
disappointing for us at school but it would be even more so for the parent who took the trouble to make the 
lunch.  If your child travels this way to school could you please check with them that they are indeed bringing 
their lunch to school and eating it here at school.   
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NEW MULTI - PURPOSE BUILDING  
 
Planning is progressing on our new building, which will be sited at the front of the school.  As mentioned, this 
building will comprise a full size basketball stadium, music room, and multi-use areas.  Architects and 
engineers have visited the school and have confirmed the site.  The project will be put out to tender shortly 
and work is predicted to begin at the beginning of Term 4.  This will herald a new phase at our school and will 
encourage the community to share our facilities.  During Term 3 we will hold discussions with groups that are 
interested in hiring the facility during 2010.  If you know of groups interested please ring the school and 
further discussions can be held.   
 

NUT ALLERGIES / ANAPHYLAXIS  
 
A reminder to parents that some students in the school are severely allergic to nuts and nut products of all 
types.  Please be aware that this allergy can be life-threatening.  We ask all parents to be vigilant in what is 
sent along with your child for snacks and lunches.  Muesli bars and other packaged foods usually contain 
nuts or traces of nut products so please do not send these along with your Prep child.   
 

LEVEL 3 HOOPTIME  
 
Congratulations to the Level 3 All Star Boys team for winning the Grand Final at Hooptime and thank you to 
Andrea for her marvellous organisation and coaching.  Andreaôs report follows.   
 
A reminder to parents that we will be finishing tomorrow with a 2pm assembly and children will be dismissed 
at 2.30pm.   
 
It has been another fabulous term at Kalinda and we wish everyone a safe and happy holiday.   
 
GAIL POLLARD 
PRINCIPAL 

 

McDONALDS HOOPTIME COMPETITION  
 
Well done to the children that participated in the Level 3 HoopTime 
competition.  Watching the great sportsmanship made me very proud to 
teach at Kalinda.  Congratulations to the All Star boys team and their 
super coach, Adrian Fittolani, for winning the competition.  We wish you 
luck in the next round which will be played in October.  It was such a fun 
day and great to see so many children getting involved in basketball!  
Thank you to all of the parents that came to support the teams on the 
day and helped train the teams.  The children will be presented with 
their certificate at assembly on Friday at 2:00pm. 
 
ANDREA COLE 
HOOPTIME CO-ORDINATOR 
 

 
There were 4 teams at HoopTime and it was played at Maroondah 
basketball stadium.  There were 4 teams -  1 girlôs team, 2 mixed 
teams and 1 boyôs team.  Two teams got into the grand final.  The 
other schools that were participating were Croydon Hills, Ringwood 
North and Mountain Gate.  The boyôs team won the grand final!  All 
the 4 teams were great on the day.  Thank you to all the people that 
helped to train and coach the teams! 
 
Nathan, Tom and Bailey 
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On Monday the 22

nd
 June, 27 people in Level 3 went to Maroondah basketball stadium.  There were 2 mixed 

teams and 2 all stars teams on the day.  There was an all star boyôs and girlôs team.  The girls were unlucky 
because there was only 1 other girlôs team to play against, so they played against the mixed teams.  The 
mixed teams did a fantastic job!  The boyôs team had success - they won 2 games, not including the finals.  

They won the grand final against Ringwood Nth by 3 
points.  The boyôs team goes through to the next round. 
We trained every day the week before and all the teams 
improved their skills.  A big thank you to all the people that 
helped out! 
 
By Kaide and Sam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

DIARY DATES 
 

 
June 

 
26

th
 - End of Term 2 ï  

  2pm  assembly - 2.30pm dismissal 

 
July 

 
13

th
 - Term 3 begins. 

20
th
 - P&F General Mtg. ï 9.30am ï Staffroom 

22
nd

 - Level 2 Excursion to Melbourne Wildlife  
  Sanctuary, La Trobe University, Bundoora. 
23

rd
 - Family Life Incursion ï Level 4 

25/26
th
 - Wild Family to host Yoko. 

26
th
 - Working Bee ï Sunday ï 10am-12noon 

30
th
 - Family Life Incursion ï Level 4 

31
st
 - House Athletics Day ï Bill Sewart Res. 

 
August 

 
6

th
 - Family Life Incursion ï Level 4 

7
th
 - Yr. 6 parents notified of 2010 placements 

13
th
 - OZ Opera ï Whole School Event 

17
th
 - P&F General Mtg. ï 9.30am ï Staffroom 

22
nd

 - Tournament of Minds ï Swinburne Uni 
    Lilydale Campus. 
23

rd
 - Working Bee ï Sunday ï 10am ï 12noon 

- Footy Match Level 4s ï St Kilda v Nth Melb 
26

th
 - Neighbourhood Watch Mtg. - Staffroom 

 

 
September 

 
3

rd
 - District Athletics 

14
th
 - P&F General Mtg. ï 9.30am ï Staffroom 

17
th
 - Farewell to Yoko Hamanaka 

18
th
 - End of Term 3 ï 2.15 assembly ï 2.30 dismissal 

 
October 

 
3

rd
 - Welcome to Yumi Ito ï Japanese Intern 

  (Haley/OôBrien Family to host) 
5

th
 - Term 4 begins 

10
th
 - Kalinda Trivia Night ï Norwood SC 

17
th
 - Working Bee ï 10am-12noon 

19
th
 - P&F General Mtg. ï 9.30am Staffroom 

25
th
 - Shopping Tour 

28
th
 - Neighbourhood Watch Mtg. - Staffroom 

 
 

TERM DATES 2010 
 
Term 1 - 27

th
 January ï 26

th
 March 

(Students resume Monday, 1
st
 February 2010) 

Term 2 - 12
th

 April ï 25
th
 June 

Term 3 - 12
th

 July ï 17
th

 September 
Term 4 - 4

th
 October ï 17

th
 December 
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FROM THE PHYS ED DESK  
 
Interschool Sport 
Last week was our last round of Interschool Sport andé congratulations 
to our girlôs netball team who went through the winter season undefeated. 
This means they are the District Champions, a feat we havenôt achieved 
for quite a while.  Well done girls.  The football team lost just one game 
and were runners up in the District.  This was another fantastic 
achievement and congratulations go to the boys and girl who took part in 
that team.  Well done to all other teams on the improvement you made 
over the course of the season. 
 
Athletics 
In the first half of next term, we will be having athletics skills during phys ed for Levels 2, 3 and 4.  These will 
occur on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of each week and on Friday afternoon, Levels 3 and 4 will be 
doing an extended athletics session as part of their sport program.  If you are able to help out on any of 
those days, please see me or leave your number at the office.  Any help is greatly appreciated. 
 
STUART McLEAN 
PHYS ED CO-ORDINATOR 
 

TOURNAMENT OF MINDS  

TEAMS FOR 2009  
 

This year we have a record six teams entered in the Tournament of Minds.  We commend these students on 
their enthusiasm and willingness to take on this fantastic challenge.  Thank you to their families for 
supporting them.  
 
We have held two sessions in preparation for the official challenges to be released to the teams on the first 
day of Term 3.  Each team will pick its own challenge from either the Maths Engineering, Applied 
Technology, Social Sciences or Language & Literature categories. 
 
Good luck to all our teams.  We are looking forward to enjoying the ToM experience with you.  More 
information will follow in future newsletters. 
 
Sandra Kitching & Lyse Lake 
ToM Co-ordinators 
 
 

TEAM 1   TEAM 2   TEAM3 
 
Chelsea (5/6R)**  Clara (5/6L) **   Lachlann (5/6T) ** 
Loughlin (5/6T)    Jaya (5/6A)**   Ryan (5/6T) 
George (5/6T)    Amy-Rose(5/6L)  Brooke (5/6R) 
Abbey  (5/6S)   Holly (5/6A)   Alexandra (5/6S) 
Andre (5/6A)   Madeline (5/6R)   Katanya (5/6R) 
Josh (5/6R)   Emily (5/6T)   Ben (5/6S) 
Brett 5/6A)   Chloe (5/6R)   Nic (5/6S) 
 
 
TEAM 4   TEAM 5   TEAM 6 
 
 
Damon (5/6A) **  Ella (5/6S)**   Cassidy (5/6L) ** 
Taryn (5/6L) **   Rebecca (5/6R)**  Maddy (5/6R)** 
Eliza (5/6T)**   Bec (5/6T)   Chloe (5/6R) 
Ashley (5/6R)   Grace (5/6S)   Mahima (5/6T) 
Jen (5/6A)   Molly (5/6T)   Emma (5/6T) 
Stephanie (5/6L)  Charlotte (5/6S)   Sally (5/6R) 
Laura (5/6T)   Ebony-Rose (5/6S)  Ruby (5/6L) 

 
** denotes those students who participated in ToM in 2008 
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LIFE SKILLS PROGRAM  
 

A VISIT TO COLLINGWOOD CHILDRENôS FARM 

 

Last Friday the Life Skills students and some teachers 

went on an excursion to a farm.  The farm is called 

Collingw ood Childrenõs Farm.  Some animals we saw 

were pigs, horses, cats, sheep, goats, a cow and 

guinea pigs.  

 

We got to milk a cow; her name was 

Heather and we brushed the cowõs coat.  

We also fed the goats banana skins, 

which they love, and grapes.  

 

Also, som e of us got to hold guinea pigs.  I got to 

hold two.  It was a terrific day out and we all had 

lots of fun.  

By Brooke (5/6R)  

 

The mummy pig had piglets on Thursday morning 

and they were so so so so cute and they can walk.  

They walk into the mud and they had 

a sleep and Greta was greedy and she 

snorted.   

Caitlin 5/6S  
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Host Family Needed for Miss Yumi Ito,  

visiting in October 2009  
Things are a bit different this year with 2 interns coming -  Miss Yoko Hamanaka, who is currently teaching at 
our school and Miss Yumi Ito, who will arrive on October 3

rd
 2009.  Kalinda has always played a valuable 

role in hosting our lovely interns who want to learn about education and teaching English. 
 
This is always a very valuable experience for any family.  You will need a spare room for the intern.  They will 
share meals with you and require transport arrangements to and from school.  They usually provide a small 
allowance to each host family for their period of stay and are always very polite and welcoming.  Donôt feel 
as though you have to entertain them every weekend as most interns usually do this themselves or they are 
just tired and need to rest at home.  If hosting over the Christmas break, most interns usually take a holiday 
and you will only need to provide them with suitable storage.  
 
An information Book on Hosting our Interns is available from the school office if you have any further 
questions. 
 
The Haley family will be hosting Yumi in October, as her first family, and will welcome her on 3

rd
 October at 

5.20 am in the morning.  She will be travelling over from Western Australia after visiting them for 6 months. 
 
We appreciate all families offering their homes and friendly, caring advice to our interns.  Please let me know 
if you have any questions about hosting or if you are unsure.  Hiromi and I are always happy to help. 
 
Thank you to all the families who have hosted Yoko this year, or are still to host her.  The school appreciates 
your continued support of our intern program.  
 
FIONAL SALMON 
INTERN CO-ORDINATOR 
 

 

 

Ms. Yumi Ito  

Dates: December 19th to January 28
th

 for 6 weeks 
If interested please contact the school office or fill out this form and send back to school. 

 

Family Name:______________________________________ 

 

Children at Kalinda :_________________________________ 

 

Contact number:____________________________________ 

 

We appreciate your support in helping our school. 

 
 
 
 

HEAD LICE CHECKS 
 
The holidays are here once again.  Please take this opportunity to check your childrenôs hair for head lice. 
 
We will be conducting head lice checks early next term, with follow up checks within a few days of those 
students who are found to have live lice.  We would appreciate all our families making an extra effort to send 
your children back to school ñlice freeò.  Many thanks. 
 
SANDRA KITCHING 
SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
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Kalinda Disco 2009 �± Final Report 
 
 

 

Well, we did it again ï another fantastic Kalinda Disco ï and back in our very own Multi Purpose Room.  We 
set new attendance records for both sessions - 165 children (plus Mr. Mithen) at the Junior Disco and 168 
(plus Mrs. Pollard) at the Senior session.   It was truly an amazing night! 
   
This year we had a fantastic committee that comprised of a ñcast of thousandsò which is s assign of a very 
healthy school community.  I am not even going to attempt to name everybody.  But a huge thank you to 
everybody that helped to make this such a fantastic community event; whether you were an organiser or 
helper on the night ï we really couldnôt have done it without you.  Our apologies to those parents who offered 
to help but were not actually rostered on this year ï this is often the case, particularly for the Junior Disco.  
Please donôt hesitate to put your hand up again next year, 
 
A nervous group of first-time decorators started to set up at 3pm ï and the MPR looked fantastic. The clean 
up was basically over by 11pm.  So, as you can see, it is a long day - but well worth it! 
 
The night would not be the same without our friend and ñDisco Manò, Ian, who once again kept the children 
entertained with a mixture of music from past and present.  He never ceases to be amazed with how much 
our children enjoy their two hour disco experience each year. I can never get over how many of our children 
know the words to so many songs ï yes, even the preppies! 
 
Thanks again to Frescoôs Pizza, Burnt Bridge, who once again provided great value pizzas.  
 
Our parents were extremely patient this year as they waited to sign their children out at the end of the 
sessions.  We didnôt equal last yearôs 100% sign out achievement ï but only a couple of follow-up phone 
calls needed to be made, to make sure all our children went home safely with ñtheir adultò.  
 
Finally, we would like to announce that the Disco raised approx. $1,500 which will be utilised by Parents & 
Friends at a later date to benefit the Kalinda community.  Thank you to everyone for supporting this yearôs 
event. 
 
Thanks to all our students who so obviously enjoyed and appreciated our efforts in holding this annual event. 
You make it all so worthwhile.  To our graduating Grade 6 students ï thank you for supporting our discoôs 
over the past 7 years ï we will miss you all.   
 
This is my final Disco Report as this is my last year as a Kalinda Parent.  I would just like to thank everyone 
who has helped over many years to make these events what they are today.  The Disco is has always been 
one of my annual highlights and one of the things I love about this school is that we continue to improve on 
the things we do.  I have no doubt the future discos are in very safe hands. 
     
�+�R�S�H�I�X�O�O�\�� �Q�H�[�W���\�H�D�U�¶�V���.�3�6���'�L�V�F�R���Z�L�O�O���E�H���V�H�Q�V�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��- tentatively booked for June 19

th
, 2010.  (I may 

�G�U�R�S���E�\���D�V���D���³�I�U�L�H�Q�G���R�I���.�D�O�L�Q�G�D�´�� 
 
Sandra Kitching 
On behalf of the Kalinda Disco Committee 2009 
 
 

Thank you from Gail on b ehalf of our school community.   
 
It would be very remiss of me to not acknowledge the contribution of Sandra Kitching and Carmen 
Galbraith in organising the School Disco.  The disco is a wonderful event for our children with over 
350 attending this year.  The children have a terrific time and everybody enjoys themselves, 
including the parent helpers.   
 
Sandra and Carmen have been the chief organisers of this event over the years and this was their 
last disco as their children are moving on to secondary school next year.  I want to thank them both 
so very much for all their hard work and they are certainly welcome to attend the disco in any future 
year! 
 
GAIL POLLARD 


