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Newsletter No. 17 – Term 2, Week 8        Thursday, 11th June 2009 

 

From the Principal….. 

 

NEWS FROM THE PANTANAL 
 
Over the past week it has been very exciting hearing from Karen Johns in the 
Pantanal, in Brazil.  Last Thursday Karen had a long session on Skype with all 
the Level 3 children.  For over half an hour she was talking to the children via 
video link on the interactive white board.  At that stage Karen had just arrived on 
the second leg of her journey to the Pantanal.  The children were able to see 
her on the screen and ask her questions.  They learnt all about life in Brazil, including the hustle 
and bustle of the markets and the sights and sounds of the city streets.  Karen is a wonderful 
storyteller and was able to describe everything she saw in detail.  The children were fascinated and 
during this week have been posting questions on the EarthWatch Forum site.   
 
This morning we had visitors from EarthWatch, Victoria Electricity and a photographer from the 
Herald Sun.  These people came out to watch another Skype session with Karen, however, the 
Internet link was down.  Resourceful as always, Karen rang us by satellite phone and we discussed 
alternative strategies for communicating with the children.  So ten minutes later Karen rang back 
and we had set up our loudspeakers and microphone.  We were able to hear Karen via 
microphone, pointed at the telephone, and the children were able to ask questions.  At the same 
time Sue Withers set up Karen‟s EarthWatch site on the interactive whiteboard and, as Karen 
spoke, Sue displayed Karen‟s photos from the site.  So the children could hear Karen describing 
the animals that she had seen and been working with and some of the area that she has been 
covering in her research.  Karen described seeing piranhas jumping out of the water and alligators 
and pumas on the riverbanks.  She also described the very large otters that she has been counting, 
as well as minute frogs that she has also been counting.   
 
The children responded with great enthusiasm and interest to this presentation.  Our visitors also 
loved the ingenuity of the presentation and were particularly impressed with our children and their 
work.  Karen will be attempting another Skype session next Monday morning.  In the meantime, the 
EarthWatch site link is http://www.teachlive.org.au/ 
 
 

WICKED, The Musical 
 
Yesterday, 46 Level 4 children attended Wicked, The Musical.  It was a terrific day and the children 
were absolutely enthralled with the performance.  They were highly excited on the bus home, 
eagerly talking about the “best parts” and the things they were going to tell their families.  Again, 
their behaviour was exemplary and the teachers involved certainly were very proud of them.   
 
This performance was very special as it involved a pre-performance specially for schools.  We had 
to enter the theatre at 11.30am for an 11.45am start to this session.  During this time the Stage 
Manager, Voice Director, Dance Coach, and performers were all on stage doing their warm-ups.  
The Stage Manager explained about the props and showed the children how the mechanical wizard 
worked and about the special lights all over the stage and on the dragon above.  The Dance Coach 
talked about the ensemble group as they went through their warm-ups, wearing their ugboots, 
trackpants and t-shirts.  Later on these performers would turn into monkeys, village people and 
citizens of Oz.  The Voice Director asked us all to stand up and join with the performers as they did 
their voice warm-ups.  Our Kalinda children particularly enjoyed this as many of the children are 
members of our choir and Krista goes through some of these exercises with them before their 
performances and practices.  This session was so interesting as none of us had ever seen anything 
like this before.   

http://www.teachlive.org.au/
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We had to vacate the theatre then for 20 minutes before going back for the main performance of Wicked.  
What a transformation to see all the performers now dressed in costumes with wonderful makeup.  One of 
the women who had appeared for her warm-up on stage in her dressing gown was now on stage in a 
beautiful outfit playing the Good Witch!  Also, the Dancers who were introduced to us in their tracksuits as the 
monkeys, now were flying above the audience, looking scary and growling at everyone.  It was a great 
opportunity for children to not only see the show, but to understand how musicals are developed and the 
amount of work and training it takes for everyone involved to put on such a wonderful show.   
 
 

 
 
 

CURRICULUM DAY 
 
A reminder that tomorrow is a Pupil Free Day across the State of Victoria for the purpose of Assessment & 
Reporting.   
 

YOKO – OUT AND ABOUT IN MELBOURNE 
 
Yoko is currently staying with the MacDonald Family and Caroline has sent us some photos of Yoko‟s 
adventures.   
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DIARY DATES 
 

 
June 

 
12

th
 - Curriculum Day – Report Writing Day 

15
th
 - Maroondah CC Science Sessions – Level 2 

- P&F General Mtg. – 9.30am - Staffroom 
16

th
 - School Council Mtg. – 7.30pm – S/Rm 

17
th
 - Maroondah CC Science Sessions – Level 3 

19
th
 - Chess Tournament  

20
th
 - Kalinda Disco – MP Room 

   Prep – 2‟s – 5.30pm.  Gr.3-6 – 8.00pm 
20-21

st
 - Hamilton Family to host Yoko 

22
nd

 - Hooptime – Level 3 
  Maroondah CC Science Sessions – Level 2 
23

rd
 - Uni NSW Writing Comp. – Library 

24
th
 - Maroondah CC Science Sessions – Level 1 

- Neighbourhood Watch Mtg. - Staffroom 
26

th
 - End of Term 2 –  

   2.15 assembly - 2.30pm dismissal. 
 
July 

 
13

th
 - Term 3 begins. 

20
th
 - P&F General Mtg. – 9.30am – Staffroom 

23
rd

 - Family Life Incursion – Level 4 
25/26

th
 - Wild Family to host Yoko. 

26
th
 - Working Bee – Sunday – 10am-12noon 

30
th
 - Family Life Incursion – Level 4 

31
st
 - House Athletics Day 

 
August 

 
6

th
 - Family Life Incursion – Level 4 

7
th
 - Yr. 6 parents notified of 2010 placements 

13
th
 - OZ Opera – Whole School Event 

17
th
 - P&F General Mtg. – 9.30am – Staffroom 

22
nd

 - Tournament of Minds – Swinburne Uni 
    Lilydale Campus. 
23

rd
 - Working Bee – Sunday – 10am – 12noon 

26
th
 - Neighbourhood Watch Mtg. - Staffroom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 

 
3

rd
 - District Athletics 

14
th
 - P&F General Mtg. – 9.30am – Staffroom 

17
th
 - Farewell to Yoko Hamanaka 

18
th
 - End of Term 3 – 2.15 assembly – 2.30 dismissal 

 
October 

 
3

rd
 - Welcome to Yumi Ito – Japanese Intern 

  (Haley/O‟Brien Family to host) 
5

th
 - Term 4 begins 

10
th
 - Kalinda Trivia Night – Norwood SC 

25
th
 - Shopping Tour 

28
th
 - Neighbourhood Watch Mtg. - Staffroom 

 
 

TERM DATES 2010 
 
Term 1 - 27

th
 January – 26

th
 March 

(Students resume Monday, 1
st
 February 2010) 

Term 2 - 12
th

 April – 25
th
 June 

Term 3 - 12
th

 July – 17
th

 September 
Term 4 - 4

th
 October – 17

th
 December 

 
 

 
Go to http://ecogold.teachlive.org.au/teacher_karen_johns 
 
To read all about Karen Johns‟ exciting adventures.   
 
 
 

 
 

Notices to Families sent 4th – 11th June 2009 
Notice: Distributed to: Return by: 

Family Life Incursion Level 4 24/6/09 

Hooptime Basketball  Level 3  

Level 1 Swimming  Level 1 13/07/09 

3-Way Conference Form & LSL Letter 12F ASAP 

   

 
 
 

http://ecogold.teachlive.org.au/teacher_karen_johns
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PUPIL OF THE WEEK 
 

 
P/L Douglas - For listening carefully to others and waiting more patiently. 
 Chelsea  - For being a happy, co-operative class member who enjoys having a go at many  
   different activities. 
P/M Max - For great mathematical thinking and solving our class maths problem. 
 Maddie - For caring for her friends and coming into school happily. 
 Mitchell  - For counting by 1‟s to 100.  Well done Mitchell! 
12C Megan - For bringing your happy smile to school and working well in class. 
 Sophie - For working well in Literacy Groups and story writing. 
12F Matilda - For being a Magic Words STAR! 
12J Joel - For excellent handwriting with every letter beginning in the correct starting point. 
 Jack - For taking pride in his work and writing super sentences about his long weekend. 
 Eryn - For her excellent string phone design.  Your use of topic words to describe your  
   experiment was wonderful. 
12M Ethan - For being such a BRILLIANT role model.  You are a true leader! 
 Caitlin - For becoming a wonderfully independent student.  We all love your initiative and  
   enthusiasm! 
12P Adam - For approaching all learning activities in a keen and positive manner and for happily  
   sharing his knowledge with others.  Fabulous work Adam. 
 Lucy - For excellent reading and for thinking like a Mathematician during our work on  
   numbers.  Great work Lucy. 
56S Ebony Rose - For a terrific teacher and support person for our class on the „SuperClubs‟ computer  
   program. 
 Nic - For a terrific teacher and support person for our class on the „SuperClubs‟ computer  
   program. 
 Jarrod - For fantastic support and teaching of his buddy, Jackson, in Prep Buddy  
   Environmental Science lessons. 
 Matthew  - For 100% in his spelling words.  A terrific effort Matthew. 
 
 
 

 
 

ORGANIC VEGETABLE GARDEN HAMPER RAFFLE 
 
At the end of each term, we will draw a name out to win the Kalinda Organic Vegetable Garden Hamper.  
You can purchase a raffle ticket from our Waste Wise Leaders.   
 

Raffle tickets are 40c each, or 3 for $1.00 
 
All money raised will go directly back into the garden to purpose more 
plants, manure and organic pest control. 
  
Winner will be drawn at end of term Assembly on Friday 26

th
 June.  
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 
OSHCP NEWS 
 
Please note – there will be no Curriculum Day 
Care tomorrow (12

th
 June) due to lack of 

numbers.   
 
CATHY DE JONG 
OSHCP CO-ORDINATOR 
 
ART NEWS 
 
Thank you so much to those families who have 
donated balls of wool for the Art Room.  The Level 
4 students are using a lot of wool for their Threads 
& Textiles activities - and we need MORE! 
 
If you have any balls of wool that you can donate to 
the Art Room, we would really appreciate it. 
 
LOIS WINDRIDGE 
ART TEACHER 
 
TOURNAMENT OF MINDS 
 
We are currently finalising our ToM teams for 2009.  
These should be announced in next week‟s 
newsletter. 
 
KALINDA DISCO – Saturday 20

th
 June 

 
A reminder to parents that the Disco is on Saturday, 
20

th
 June.  Please return your forms and payment, 

with choice of menu, by Monday 15
th
 June.   

 
WALK-A-THON 
 
Thanks to everyone for making the Walk-a-thon a 
huge success this year.  It‟s now time to make sure 
you collect your pledged donations and return them 
to school as soon as possible.   
 
FUNDRAISING NEWS 
 
FINAL CALL for Entertainment Books 
 
Once again I am able to accept orders for 
Entertainment Books via Ringwood Secondary 
College Music Association.  The price remains 
unchanged at $65 each which represents great 
value.  $13 from the sale of each book will assist 

with the purchase of musical instruments and 
equipment for use by students at the College. 
Please send orders to the Kalinda office addressed 
to “Sandra Kitching – Entertainment Books”, with 
$65 per book enclosed.  I will pick up the books 
from RSC as they become available and send them 
home via your Kalinda student. 
 
Thank you to the Lundbergs, Cousens & Maher 
families for your recent orders.  I should have your 
Entertainment Books early next week. 
 
SANDRA KITCHING 
 
KALINDA TRIVIA NIGHT 
 
The date for this exciting night has been confirmed 
as Saturday 10

th
 October and will be held at 

Norwood Secondary College.   
 
We are in the process of finalising prices for tickets, 
but make sure you put the date into your diary, as 
it‟s sure to be a fabulous night! 
 
We believe there is a contact in the school who has 
experience in hosting Trivia Nights.  If this is you or 
someone you know, please contact either Rachael 
or Kelly on: 
 
Rachael Manders  rachmanders@yahoo.com.au or 
    0403 835 155 
Kelly Woodman:  kellywoodman@aapt.net.au or 
   0425 788 723 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UNIFORM SHOP 

Open on Wednesdays from 3pm. 
 

 
 

CANTEEN ROSTER 
 
15/6/09  CLOSED 
16/6/09  CLOSED 
17/6/09  N. Stuyt, E. Xu 
18/6/09  C. Galbraith, R. Van Der Wolf 
19/6/09  J. Yen, C. Grey 
 

mailto:rachmanders@yahoo.com.au
mailto:kellywoodman@aapt.net.au
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KALINDA COMMUNITY DINNER 
To celebrate the end of financial year and the end of term, we 

are getting together for a dinner at Bucatiniõs on Tuesday 23rd  

June.  Please contact Carmen on  the number below if you are 

able to attend.  This dinner is open to the whole community.  

Details as follows:  

 
WHEN:   Tuesday, 23

rd
 June 2009 

WHERE:   Bucatini (old Neros) 

    454 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham 

TIME:    7.30PM 
RSVP:    Carmen (0402 109 793) 

 

Good food, good company, good times. 
EVERYONE WELCOME 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PARENTS & FRIENDS GENERAL MEETING 

MONDAY, 15th June 2009 
 

There will be a Parents & Friends General Meeting on 
 Monday, 15

th
 June straight after assembly in the staff room. 

Please come along and have a coffee and some morning tea whilst listening 
and contributing to the issues in our children‟s education in a friendly and casual atmosphere. 

EVERYBODY IN THE KALINDA COMMUNITY IS VERY WELCOME!  
We look forward to seeing you there. 

*Crèche is provided for the young ones.  Just pack a snack and drink for them 
 and they will be well looked after and entertained.  
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RECIPE OF THE WEEK! 
 

Cakes with sour cream as an ingredient are reliably moist and have good keeping qualities.   
We found this recipe when doing a school  project on lemons a couple of years ago and gave it a 

try.  Apparently  the whole class enjoyed it (well no left overs came home)  
so I have made it several times since. 

 

§ Prep Time: 15 minutes 

§ Cooking Time: 1 and 1/2 hours 

§ Keeping Time: 1 week 
 

Lemon Sour Cream Cake 
 
What you need:   250g butter 

2 teaspoons grated lemon rind 
2 cups castor sugar 
6 eggs 
2 cups plain flour 
¼ cup self raising flour 
200g carton sour cream 
 

Preheat oven to 160ºC.  Grease a deep 27cm round cake tin, line base with paper, grease paper. 
 
Cream butter, rind and sugar in large bowl with electric mixer until light and fluffy, beat in eggs one at a time; 
beat until combined. 
 
Stir in half the sifted flours with half the sour cream, then stir in remaining flours and sour cream; stir until 
smooth.  Spread mixture into prepared pan.   
 
Bake in moderately slow oven for about 1 and 1/2 hours. Stand 5 minutes before turning on to wire rack to 
cool.   
 
Dust with icing sugar before serving. 
 
WENDY McLAUGHLAN 
MASTER CHEF 
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KALINDA COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD 
 

 

 

 
 

NUNA TRI KIDS DUATHLON 
100m run/1km ride/200m run 

OR 
200m run/2km ride/400m run 

OR 
600m run /4km ride/800m run 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date:   Sunday 21 June 2009 
 
Time:   1pm (Registration 12.15-12:30pm) 
 
Venue:   Metec (Metropolitan Traffic Ed Centre)  

112 Colchester Road, Bayswater North (Mel Ref 51 D7) 
 

Cost:   $5 payable on day, but must register before 18th June 2009 
 
Included:  Run/Ride/Run event, Finishing Certificate, Tri Vic Insurance 
 
Participants:  Open to all primary school aged children 
(If not already a Nuna Tri Kid, must register as a member by filling out free rego before 18th June 2009) 
 
Entry: Email brigid@nunatriclub.com before 18th June 2009 with the  

names of children and school wishing to enter. For more information contact Brigid on 0407350502 or 

www.nunatrikids.com. 

mailto:brigid@nunatriclub.com
http://www.nunatrikids.com/
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A course for step/blended families 

 
EACH is presenting a four week course with the hope to help step and blended families improve 

their family relationships.  This course will include informal discussion and support. 
 

WEEK 1 ï Monday June 15, 2009 

The Brady Bunch ï Are they for Real? 

Exploring the myths. 

Looking at the adjustment period. 

WEEK 2 ï Monday June 22, 2009 

The Emotional Rollercoaster 

Dealing with feelings. 

Handling stress.       

WEEK 3 ï Monday June 29, 2009* school holidays 

Creating Peaceful Families 

Communication. 

Solving problems peacefully. 

Encouraging co-operation. 

WEEK 4 ï Monday July 6, 2009* School holidays  

The Brady Bunch ï a New Beginning 

Roles/Identities/Boundaries. 

Creating new family rituals. 

 

Where:  Lifeworks (opp. Federation Estate) 
   9 Greenwood Ave, Ringwood 
Phone EACH on 9871 1800 
Time: 7.15 for 7.30pm start – 9.30pm 
Cost: $20 per couple for the course 
 
* MUST come as a couple. Limited places - please ring & book place. 
 

 


