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Newsletter No. 12 – Term 2, Week 3             Thursday, 7

th
 May 2009 

 

From the Assistant Principal…… 

 
How lucky are we to have such caring and 
thoughtful children at our school.  For those of 
you fortunate enough to attend our Monday 
morning assembly last week, you would have 
had the privilege of witnessing the opening of the 
Garden of Reflection.  A memorial tree, a 
commemorative plaque and mosaics now adorn 
our entrance.  (Make sure you stop by and have 
a look if you havenôt already.)  Holly and Emily 
initiated the garden as a reminder to all of us that 
only a few short weeks ago, we suffered the 
worst fires and loss of life in our history.  The 
girls approached Mrs Pollard with their ideas and 
then followed through with every detail from beginning to end including the commemorative plaque.  
I can only say again how proud we are of the children at this school who are able to take their 
learning beyond the school gates and actually make a difference in our local community.  Holly and 
Emilyôs thoughtfulness and consideration of others is exactly the kind of values for which Kalinda 
Primary is well known and respected  ï fantastic effort girls. 
 
We are gearing up for our Open Night on May 20

th
 so please pencil the date in your diaries as we 

have a myriad of displays, work samples, songs, and questions to showcase the wonderful learning 
that takes place at our school.  The canteen will be offering samples and tastings to tempt you and 
inform you of how delicious and healthy our canteen is this year with Kelly Woodman, ensuring the 
children at Kalinda are not only well fed with quality healthy food, but also with exceptionally tasty 
wares.  The óBook Fairô will be open and available for purchase in the Library and the brilliant choir 
(under the expert guidance of Krista Demiris) will end our fantastic evening with a stunning 
performance in the Multi Purpose Room, guaranteed to send you home with a tear in your eye.  
 
Over the past couple of weeks I have been fortunate enough to visit a couple of schools both in and 
out of our region to share ideas and bring schools closer together.  One of the schools, (not in this 
region) prides themselves on their Inquiry Learning Model and their individual student 
achievements. I can honestly say how proud I am to be part of this school, with our amazing Inquiry 
Learning Model that encourages students to think deeply about the world we live in and what may 
happen in the future. The dedication and commitment the teachers at Kalinda Primary have to our 
children is both visionary and inspirational.  
 
Just a reminder again that NAPLAN (National Assessment Programmes for Literacy and 
Numeracy) for grades three and five happens next week on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings. It is really important for all students to be at school on time and refreshed and ready to 
do the best they can. The results of this testing programmes will be known late in term three and 
will be forwarded to you as soon as possible after we have received them.  
 
Last Friday, a wonderful group of students ventured into the city by bus and train to visit the 
Museum. The children walked, talked, laughed, played and had many photo opportunities. This 
experience was invaluable for the kids and most rewarding for the lucky few of us who managed to 
get the ógoldenô ticket to go too.  
 
On behalf of Gail and all the staff at Kalinda, I would like to wish all of the 
wonderful mothers and grandmothers out there a very happy and relaxed 
Mothers Day.  Enjoy the day. 
 
TINA CLYDESDALE 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
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MURRINDINDI  
 
On Thursday the 30

th
 of April, Murrindindi, the Victorian Aboriginal King came to our school. He taught us 

how to throw a boomerang, how to find the wood that makes a boomerang and the correct way to hold a 
boomerang. He also taught us how to make bush foods out of plants in the Urban Forest. We now know how 
to make wattle seed damper. First you crush the wattle seeds into flour, then you add water and sit it on a 
rock by the fire. In about 30 minutes the damper will be cooked. We were told how to make many other 
things including glue and chewing gum. He also said to us that if we eat any aboriginal foods we would get a 
sore stomach because we are not used to their type of food and insecticides have been put on the plants in 
the Urban Forest. 
 
When we came back inside we sat in front of the wet area and Murrindindi made a mural with us. We all put 
our hand prints around the edge of the mural with red, yellow, and brown paints. 
 
There are two snakes. One which represents the female energy and the other represents the male energy. 
He also drew the sun and the rain which are needed to create life. 
 
He told us about his life and how for 23 years he worked almost 18 hours a day to make a home up in the 
hills. His wifeôs parents were rude and disliked him because they thought he was a half cast. Murrindindi 
worked in many different jobs. He worked as a bus driver and cleaner. Now he lives a happy life as an 
aboriginal who enjoys going around to schools and sharing his culture.      
 
By Brooke, Katanya and Chloe 
 
 

VISIT FROM AUNTY DOT  
 
On Wednesday Level 4 were fortunate to have Aunty Dot, a local indigenous woman, working closely with 
them in the Art Room.  They were shown how to weave baskets, make feathered flowers, paint bark, gum 
nuts and gum leaves.  It was an authentic learning experience and another wonderful way to immerse them 
in our Indigenous Unit.  Many thanks to Lois Windridge for organising such a fabulously rich learning 
experience for our students and Amanda Atchison from Maroondah Council who funded this opportunity with 
ongoing experiences planned for Reconciliation Week. 
 
On Wednesday the 6

th
 of May Aunty Dot came to do Level 4 Art.  It was a great art session and I will never 

forget it.  We did leaf painting where you could paint an animal or pattern on a gum leaf.  Then we could 
make a feather flower with Aunty Dot.  We were taught to tie a bit of a feather onto a stick with cotton.  We 
also painted gum nuts.  Lachlann 5/6T 
 
On Wednesday 6

th
 May Aunty Dot came for the whole day and taught us how to do Aboriginal Art on leaves 

and even gum nuts.  Aunty Dot taught us how to make flower feathers.  Level 4 had a fantastic time with 
Aunty Dot.  Some of us watched a movie while we were painting or making flower feathers.  Mrs. Windridge 
will put some of them up at Eastland and Federation Gardens.  Alex 5/6T 
 
 

FROM THE PHYS ED DESK  
 

District Cross Country  
 
The District Cross Country team has continued their training with a great deal of enthusiasm.  Once again, 
we had our run after assembly on Monday and on a very chilly Tuesday morning, 35 students braved the 
cold to complete a longer run. 
 
Training will continue on Mondays after assembly and on Tuesdays at 7am.  Those coming to the breakfast 
run are reminded to bring along a change of socks, shoes and their uniform to change into.  Students will 
also complete a run during their Phys Ed sessions.  I am also planning a practise run at Domeney Reserve 
for Friday May 15

th
 for those who are able to come along.  

 
A notice has been sent home for those in the team, giving information about the District Cross Country on 
Wednesday 20

th
 May, to be held at Domeney Reserve, in the morning.  
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Interschool Sport  
 
Last Friday we commenced our winter rounds of Interschool Sport.  Last week we played Ringwood North, 
having success in the Netball Girls and the Football teams.  
 
For the effective supervision and coaching of these teams, we need many parents to help us out.  If you are 
able to give some time on a Friday, or you have an area of expertise to share with or students, please 
contact me via the office.  
 
This week, we play Good Shepherd. The Level Four students have been notified of where they are playing.  
 

District Trials  
 
This week, we have seen a large number of students continue to trial for State teams.  All students who 
trialled last week in the District trials made it through to the next level - an incredible achievement.  From this 
weekôs trials Kane and Taylah made it through to represent the Maroondah Zone in a couple of weeks (Emily 
is listed as Reserve) in Basketball and Alex will represent Maroondah Zone in Football.   
 

ñPuffing Bennyò 
 
On Sunday of last week, the annual race against Puffing Billy was held in Belgrave.  Runners race against 
the old steam train, a distance of 13.2 km.  One of our Level Four students, Ben, not only competed in that 
race but managed to beat the train in a time of 1:05:08.  Well done Ben, a fantastic achievement. 
 
STUART McLEAN 
PHYS ED TEACHER 
 

KALINDA BOOK FAIR 200 9 

 

Only Two Weeks to Go!!!!!  

 

A fantastic range of books will be available 

so come into the Library to browse and buy. 
 

Where:  In the school library 

 

When:  Wednesday 20
th

 May, 5.00 ï 7.30pm 

Thursday 21
st
 May ï Tuesday 26

th
 May 

Before school, 8:30 ï 9:00 am 

After school, 3:30 ï 4:00pm 

 

And donôt forget OPEN NIGHT 
Wednesday 20th May 

Book Fair is open from 5:00 ï 7:30pm 

 

DONôT MISS OUT ON A GREAT BOOK! 
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DIARY DATES 
 

 
May 

 
8

th
 - Interschool Sport ï Level 4 

12
th
 - NAPLAN ï Language & Writing Test 

13
th
 - NAPLAN ï Reading Test 

 - Kalinda Singing Concert ï 6pm - MPR 
14

th
 - NAPLAN ï Maths Test 

15
th
 - Walk Safely to School Day 

- Interschool Sport ï L.4 
18

th 
ï 22

nd
 - Education Week 

18
th
 - P&F Meeting ï 9.30am Staffroom 

20
th
 - KALINDA OPEN NIGHT ï 5-8pm 

20
th 
ï 28

th
 - Book Fair 

22
nd

 - Interschool Sport ï L.4 
27

th
 - Reconciliation Week 

29
th
 - Interschool Sport ï L.4 

30
th
 - Working Bee ï 10am ï 12noon 

 
June 

 
1

st
 - Prep 2010 Information Night ï 7pm 

 - Maroondah CC Science Sessions ï Level 4 
3

rd
 - Maroondah CC Science Sessions ï Level 3 

10
th
 - Uni NSW Science Comp. - Library 

 - Maroondah CC Science Sessions ï Level 4 
15

th
 - Maroondah CC Science Sessions ï Level 2 

17
th
 - Maroondah CC Science Sessions ï Level 3 

22
nd

 - Hooptime ï Level 3 
  Maroondah CC Science Sessions ï Level 2 
23

rd
 - Uni NSW Writing Comp. ï Library 

24
th
 - Maroondah CC Science Sessions ï Level 1 

 
 
 

 
 

Notices to Families sent 23rd – 30th April 2009 
Notice: Distributed to: Return by: 

Transition Forms for Secondary College Year 6 Students 15/05/09 

Navy Rain Jackets Eldest 15/05/09 

Premierôs Reading Challenge Eldest (via newsletter) Asap 

Canteen Winter Menu Eldest n/a 

Pyjama Party Level 1 n/a 

Kalinda Singing Concert Choir Asap 

Level 3 Newsletter Level 3 n/a 

 
 
 

SINGING CONCERT  
 

Wednesday 13 th  May  
 

Where:   Multi Purpose Room  
Kalinda Primary School  

 
Time:   6pm ï 7pm 
 
Performers:  

 -  Iridescence Vocal music students    
 -  Performing Choir 
 -  Junior Choir 

 
Invited:  EVERYONE Possible!!!  

(Parents, relatives, family and friends)  
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PUPIL OF THE WEEK  
 

 
P/L Emily  - For her willingness to participate in Show and Tell sessions. 
 Charlie  - For consistently increasing his English vocabulary.  Well done Charlie. 
P/M Yaldah  - For being a fabulous classroom helper and keeping our room clean and tidy.  
P/S India  - For practising her take home book daily. 
 Mitchell  - For working hard and enjoying a variety of activities in Discovery Time. 
12C Zac   - For creating fantastic sentences in Literacy, using rhyming words. 
12F Lachie  - For your great Maths brain.  You really thought hard and solved a tricky  
    problem! 
12P Jack  - For thinking like a Mathematician during our Maths sessions and for writing  
    outstanding addition and subtraction sums.  Fabulous work. 
 Connor  - For being a caring member of our class who always shares his  
    understandings with others.  You are a fabulous role model. 
56A Jessica  - For having a brilliant idea for the class mural ï one that allowed the class to  
    make a huge change to the room. 
56L Tom  - For your enthusiastic approach to our Indigenous Australians unit.  You are 

really engaged in your work Tom, well done. 
Gavin  - For consistently participating in classroom discussions. You have been  
   connecting ideas and been willing to have a go ï thatôs fantastic Gavin. 
Joshua  - For showing such enthusiastic initiative towards your maths ï thatôs such a  
   positive attitude towards your learning Josh!! 

56S Ella  - For her excellent enthusiasm and contribution to the girlôs interschool netball  
    team.  Keep it up! 
 Taryn  - For her excellent enthusiasm and contribution to the girlôs interschool netball  
    team.  Keep it up! 
 Ben  - For his terrific presentation of his current affairs item and great team effort  
    on his groupôs ANZAC poster.  Well done! 
 Evie  - For her wonderful time and effort spent looking after the Prep guinea pigs  
    and cleaning their cage.  Also, always presenting 5-Star Quality Work in  
    class.  Keep it up! 
 Holly  - For her incredible art work, planning and ócommunity spiritô she brings to  
    Kalinda in everything she does.  What a star!  Our Garden of Reflection is  
    truly something to treasure. 
56T Bailey  - For enthusiastically taking under your wing a new member of our class.   
    Your caring nature is just one of your special qualities. 
 
Artists of the Week 
 
56S Daniel  - For being wonderful role models while helping the Prep students do block  

Alex   printing in Art. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS  

 

 
SCHOOL GROUP PHOTOS 2009 
 
Group photos are now on display in the foyer for 
School Captains & Vice Captains, House 
Captains & Vice Captains, Junior School Council 
Reps, Choir Captains and Waste Wise Reps. 
 
If you would like to purchase a group photo, 
please write your name on the order form next to 
the photos and give payment to Gill at the office.  
The photos this year are $15.00 each. 
 

Orders & payments need to be in 
by Friday 22

nd
 May. 

 
GILL KNOWLES 
ADMIN ASSISTANT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE 
 
Once again I am able to accept orders for 
Entertainment Books via Ringwood Secondary 
College Music Association.  The price remains 
unchanged at $65 each which represents great 
value.  $13 from the sale of each book will assist 
with the purchase of musical instruments and 
equipment for use by students at the College. 
 
Please send orders to the Kalinda office 
addressed to ñSandra Kitching ï Entertainment 
Booksò, with $65 per book enclosed.  I will pick up 
the books from RSC as they become available 
and send them home via your Kalinda student. 
 
Sandra Kitching 
0419-526-424 

 
 
 
 
 

CANTEEN NEWS 
 

Did you get your new  
Winter Menu? 

 
The new menu has now started (from 6

th
 May) 

Copies available from the office or canteen if you 
did not receive one. 

 
Reminder – Canteen is now closed  

on Mondays & Tuesdays. 
 
KELLY WOODMAN 
CANTEEN MANAGER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UNIFORM SHOP 

Open on Wednesdays from 3pm. 
 

 
UNIFORM SHOP 
 
Navy Rain Jackets – Order forms are due back 
by Friday 15

th
 May.  Please be sure to get your 

order in before this, as late orders will miss out. 
 
A sample is on display at the back of the Sick 
Bay.  If you need to see sizes, come in 
Wednesday afternoon, as we do have several 
available to try on. 
 
ANN & CAROL 
 
 

 
STUDENT BANKING 

 
New Dollarmite account opening kits are now 
available and have been distributed to the Prep 
grades.  Additional kits for other year levels are 
now available from the office. 
 
CARMEN & DEBBIE 
STUDENT BANKING CO-ORDINATORS 

CANTEEN ROSTER 
 
11/5/09  CLOSED 
12/5/09  CLOSED 
13/5/09  N. Sweeney, S. clifford 
14/5/09  R. Dally, J. Cooper 
15/5/09  J. Yen, C. Grey 

 
HELP WANTED – LEAFLET DISTRIBUTION 
 
Itôs that time of year again ï Open Night & Prep 
Information Night.  Each year we distribute 
some publicity fliers to local kinders and child 
care centres.  This is one of those jobs where a 
few extra helpers make a huge difference.  So ï 
if you think you can deliver a bundle or two, 
please pop in to the Staffroom after Mondayôs 
assembly.  Many thanks, 
 
SANDRA KITCHING 
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MOTHERôS DAY STALL THANK YOU 
 

Many thanks to the following Mums who generously gave up their time to man the tables on Tuesday and 
helped  make the Motherôs Day Stall the success that it was ï Libby, Shelley, Rachael, Tania, Michelle, 
Janet, Sandra, Nicki, Aedin, Jodie, Isabel, Sharon M, Maree, Christine, Janelle and Mandy. 
 
A great deal of work goes into the organisation of days such as these. My thanks go to the committee - 
Debbie, Kym, Sharon, Jo, Nichole and Kerryn. Your efficiency and eagerness made a painstaking job that 
much easier. 
 
This was our highest grossing stall ever, largely because of the number of 
donated goods (special mention to the Chông Family).  
 
A big thank you to Brett and Jordan, of 5/6A, who lightened the load for the 
ñoldiesò by helping to carry all those boxes. 
   
The money raised (approx $1300.00) will be put toward purchases for the 
school later in the year. 
  
Finally, my appreciation also goes to all the Kalinda staff because without 
your patience and co-operation these days are not possible. 
 
I hope all Mums enjoy a happy, relaxing and indulgent day on Sunday. 
 

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY! 
 
Carmen Galbraith 
P&F President   

 
 
 
 

GALA ART AUCTION  
  
Featuring up to 80 works by artists from Gippsland, City of Yarra and across Victoria, all donated in full 
without reserve.  All money raised will go to people and communities in Gippsland affected by the recent 
bushfires.  
  
Date:  Thursday 21 May 2009     Time:    6pm  
Venue:   Fitzroy Town Hall, cnr of Moor & Napier St, Fitzroy 
Cost:    $20 from www.easytix.com.au or on the door  
  
Å All patrons will receive a glass of wine and sample of gourmet foods from Gippsland, as well as 

multicultural foods made in the City of Yarra.  
Å View art works at www.artistsunite.com.au  
  
For more information contact the City of Yarra on 9205 5555.  
Artists Unite  
Gala Art Auction 
Supporting the Gippsland Emergency Relief Fund 

http://www.easytix.com.au/
http://www.artistsunite.com.au/
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RECIPE OF THE WEEK! 
 

Due to the rising cost of meat in today’s economy, in our house we are 
 now eating a meal based on minced beef twice a week.   

This is one of our favourites!  
 

§ Serves 4-6 

Shepherd’s Pie 
 
What you need:   500g minced steak 

½ - 1 tablespoons olive oil 
1 onion, finely chopped 
1 packet chicken noodle soup 
1 and ½ cups water 
1 and ½ tablespoons Gravox 
1-2 tablespoons tomato paste (optional) 
4 large potatoes, cooked and mashed 
½ cup grated tasty cheese 
¼ - ½ cup bacon pieces (optional) 
 

Get your spuds peeled and chopped up, into the steamer or water to boil. 
 
Heat oil in large pan and add onion, cook stirring until soft.  Add mince and cook until lightly browned.  Add 
packet of soup and water and simmer for 15 minutes. 
 
Check how your spuds are doing! 
 
Mix Gravox with a little water and stir until it thickens. Pour into mince mixture and stir through, add tomato 
paste if you wish. 
 
Place mixture into casserole dish and top with mashed potato.  Sprinkle cheese and bacon over and bake in 
moderate oven (180ºC) until cheese has melted and top is browned. 
 
Serve with steamed vegetables such as carrot, broccoli, beans and peas. 
 
 
 
 

Kids On The Moveé.. 
 
Crossing Roads Safely…. 
Choose a safe place to cross, either at a pedestrian facility or where you have a good view 
of approaching traffic and where drivers can easily see you.  STOP, LOOK LISTEN and 
THINK whenever you cross a road and always hold a young childôs hand. 
 
Don’t risk your child’s life…. 
Never call your child from across the road or when they get off the bus.  Excited children 
often dash out onto the road and forget to look for traffic.  Children cannot accurately judge 
traffic speed. 
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KALINDA COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD  
 

 

ASTHMA 

Winter and Asthma 

 
With the winter months approaching, it is important to be aware of the triggers that can affect your asthma 
during this season. A sudden change in temperature, such as cold air or windy days can be a trigger for 
some people with asthma. It is recommended that you take your usual dose of reliever medication before 
going out on cold, windy days. Wearing a scarf over your face will help to warm the air before you breathe it 
in.   
 
Thunderstorms can also trigger your asthma. This is due to the large quantities of pollen, in very small 
particles, being released into the air, as the raindrops break down pollen particles already in the air. It is best 
to stay inside with the windows closed during thunderstorms. Visit your doctor to determine if weather 
change is a trigger and ensure you have a written Asthma Action Plan outlining what to do for your day to 
day asthma, what to do if your symptoms worsen and how to cope with an asthma emergency. 
 
As we head toward cooler months, The Asthma Foundation of Victoria recommends that everyone with 
asthma should have a flu injection as people with asthma are at higher risk of developing complications from 
influenza. 
  
To obtain a FREE Asthma Control Pack, containing information to assist parents and students in managing 
their asthma, please contact Louisa or Sarah at The Asthma Foundation of Victoria or 1800 645 130 or 
email schools@asthma.org.au 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See the Community Board in the Foyer for more events. 
 
The Department of Education & Early Childhood Development (DEECD) and Kalinda Primary School, do not endorse 
the products or services of any private advertiser.  DEECD and Kalinda Primary School accept no responsibility for 
accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

 

mailto:schools@asthma.org.au
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Parents Victoria Online Conference 
18-24 May 2009 
 
PARENTS of primary and secondary students, in all locations, are warmly invited to take part in the third 
online conference to be held by Parents Victoria. The conference will be held non-stop on the internet from 
6am Monday 18 May to midnight Sunday 24 May. No special software is needed, other than an internet-
connected computer and a browser. The online discussions will be very easy to join in, and guidelines about 
how to participate will be provided. You don’t need to be a member of Parents Victoria to take part. Join 
in for all days, just some days, or even a few hours, depending on your lifestyle and other commitments. 
  
Prizes for participation 
An interactive whiteboard will be won by the Parents Victoria member school that has the greatest number 
of individual participants over the entire conference. To be eligible, participants must be correctly registered 
and leave at least one comment on the discussion boards.  In addition, one of three netbooks will be won by: 
 

1. the member school with the most correctly registered individual participants who comment on the 
week long question 

2. the school with the most correctly registered individual participants who comment on the question re 
parental engagement 

3. the member school with the most correctly registered individual participants who leave comments 
on the daily questions on either Saturday 23rd May or Sunday 24th May. 

 
Register online at no cost 
The Parents Victoria Online Conference 2009 website will open from 6am on Monday 18 May at: 
http://www.cybertext.net.au/pv1_09/ but please register yourself online first at 
http://www.cybertext.net.au/pv09.htm 
 
The conference will feature seven óliveô daily online discussions, each of them hosted, for several hours each 
day, by a member of Parents Victoria or expert staff from the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development and the VSCA. Each 24-hour period will focus on a topic that is currently of concern to parents. 
An online óresource bundleô of information and opinions will also be provided as an optional extra to give you 
a kick-start on each dayôs topic. 

 
There will also be one continuous week-long online discussion on the topic: óWhat support do parents 
need to be active participants in their children’s learning and development?’  
 
Each day (the exact date for each topic will be advised soon), the conference will discuss one of the 
following questions: 
 

¶ Parent/teacher meetings - how could these meetings be improved? 

¶ School attendance - when is it okay to stay away? 

¶ Transition - what could be done to improve transition from one level of schooling to the next, i.e. 
kindergarten to primary, year 6 to secondary? 

¶ Cyberbullying - how do we keep our children safe? 

¶ Sex education - who's responsible?  

¶ Banning confectionery from school canteens - tell us your thoughts  (this will be hosted on 
Thursday 21 May by Prue Cerin from the Victorian School Canteen Association) 

¶ Parental engagement - What can be done to get more parents involved in their children's schools? 
Hosted by DEECD. 

 
I look forward to meeting all of you online soon, to discuss these important issues. The more of you join in, 
the more successful this e-vent will be. 
 

Best wishes, 
Debra Brydon 
Online Conference Manager 
Email: brydon@cybertext.net.au 
 

http://www.cybertext.net.au/pv1_09/
http://www.cybertext.net.au/pv09.htm
mailto:brydon@cybertext.net.au

