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Newsletter No. 15 ï Term 2, Week 6        Thursday, 28th May 2009 

 

From the Principalé.. 

 

 
 
We have just received the news that Kalinda Primary School will be gaining a wonderful Multi 
Purpose Centre under the Commonwealth Government National Stimulus Package.  This Multi 
Purpose Centre will feature a full-sized basketball stadium with the accompanying features of 
toilets, change rooms and store room.  It will also feature a new music room that will open out onto 
the gymnasium and to a paved exterior area which can be used as an outdoor stage.  There will 
also be a multifunctional space which can be used for many different things, including community 
events.  There will also be a new canteen area and large foyer which can also be used as a 
meeting area.  A design drawing is included in this newsletter on page 3.   
 
This facility will be terrific as a new multifunction learning facility.  Because of the extra areas in it 
that also have sliding wall options, we can break the space into different areas for different 
functions.  Within the basketball court area we will be able to hold our assemblies, as well as using 
the area for concerts and sporting activities.  The areas will be available to community groups and 
nearby schools for use as well.  It will be situated near the front of the school so there is easy 
access for parking and public transport along Kalinda Road.   
 
Our current Multi Purpose Room will complement the new facility and Out of School Hours Care will 
still be held in this area.  PMP, dance, choir and smaller community activities will be able to be held 
in this space.   
 
A basketball stadium for sporting use and assemblies has always been a dream of School Council, 
for as long as I have been at the school and before that.  We certainly have the space for such a 
facility but the funding for this was always out of our reach.  Gaining this funding is a wonderful 
bonus for our school.  Council and staff are extremely excited by this development.  The building 
should begin in the next couple of months and we are eager to watch it grow!   
 
This building is a state of the art facility and will certainly add to the wonderful learning opportunities 
we offer at Kalinda as well as being a wonderful addition to the local community.  Please watch this 
newsletter for updates.   
 

FIRE SERVICE UPGRADE  
 
You will notice lots of digging around the school at the moment.  This is our Fire Service Upgrade 
and is happening all this week.  The Education Department of Victoria is paying for this work and 
this all needs to be completed before our new facility is built.   
 
 

OTHER UPGRADES AT KALINDA  
 
Under the Commonwealth Government National Stimulus Package, Kalinda also received a 
substantial grant.  With this money we are installing new electronic whiteboards, resurfacing the 
basketball courts and painting around the school.  Again, we would not be able to fund these things 
ourselves and we are very pleased to accept the grant.  Decisions will be made very soon on the 
companies we are using and work will begin on these in the next few months.   
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GOODBYE TO DAVID SHORT  
 
David Short, our cleaner for nearly 30 years, is retiring on Friday.  David has been an extremely valuable 
member of our staff and has done a wonderful job maintaining our school.  Jeff Morgan, who currently works 
for David, also will be sadly missed by our staff.  These two men are at the school every afternoon and 
teaching staff have had a wonderful relationship with our cleaning staff.  We do wish David all the very best in 
his retirement.  We hope he and Brenda keep on enjoying all the good things in life!   
 
Congratulations to Bron Steele on the birth of her little baby girl, Grace Claire.  We certainly enjoyed seeing 
Bron Draffin at Open Night the other night with her baby Eleanor and now we have added to our ñbaby girl 
listò with Grace.   
 

FUTURE OF EDUCATION IN MAROONDAH  
 
Currently, Tina and I are attending the Maroondah/Whitehorse Principal Class Network Conference.  This is 
an intensive three day conference talking about the importance of networks and schools working together to 
create the best future for the children in Maroondah.  This conference is vital for planning with both primaries 
and secondaries together.   
 
Many of you who have children in secondary schools will have been informed of some parent forums on 1

st
, 

4
th
 and 9

th
 of June at Karralyka.  These forums are to discuss the Maroondah Educational Coalition which is 

looking at the future of secondary education in Maroondah.  If you intend to send your child to Maroondah, 
Norwood, Parkwood, Croydon or Ringwood Secondary Colleges, you may wish to attend these meetings.  As 
mentioned they will be on the 1

st
, 4

th
 and 9

th
 of June at 7.30 ï 9pm at Karralyka.   

 

BON VOYAGE KAREN  
 
As you would have all read in our newsletter last week, Karen Johns is off to the Pantanal in Brazil.  This is a 
wonderful trip for Karen and a terrific learning opportunity for our children.  Karen is working with EarthWatch 
and will be directly communicating back to Kalinda.  Our students will be able to ask Karen questions about 
what she is doing and hear all about her adventures, helping research into this ecologically fragile wetlands..   
 
We wish Karen all the very best for her journey.  I know she has had every inoculation that is possible and I 
will be expecting Karen back safe and well in three weeks!  I do look forward to seeing all Karenôs photos and 
hearing all about a part of the world which most of us will never see.   
 
GAIL POLLARD 
PRINCIPAL 
 

 

DIARY DATES 
 

 
May 

 
28

th
 - Starlight Foundation Free Dress Day 

29
th
 - Interschool Sport ï L.4 

30
th
 - Working Bee ï 10am ï 12noon 

 
June 

 
1

st
 - Prep 2010 Information Night ï 7pm 

 - Maroondah CC Science Sessions ï Level 4 
3

rd
 - Maroondah CC Science Sessions ï Level 3 

- Zone Cross Country 
4

th
 - Kalinda 2009 Walk-A-Thon ï 11.30am 

- Tournament of Minds Information Evening  
   For parents ï 7.30pm. 

 
 

8
th
 - Public Holiday  

9
th
 - Uni NSW Science Comp. ï 11.30am 

10
th
 - Maroondah CC Science Sessions ï Level 4 

 - óWicked, The Musicalô ï Level 4 
12

th
 - Curriculum Day ï Report Writing Day 

15
th
 - Maroondah CC Science Sessions ï Level 2 

17
th
 - Maroondah CC Science Sessions ï Level 3 

19
th
 - Chess Tournament  

20
th
 - Kalinda Disco ï MP Room 

   Prep ï 2ôs ï 5.30pm.  Gr.3-6 ï 8.00pm 
20-21

st
 - Hamilton Family to host Yoko 

22
nd

 - Hooptime ï Level 3 
  Maroondah CC Science Sessions ï Level 2 
23

rd
 - Uni NSW Writing Comp. ï Library 

24
th
 - Maroondah CC Science Sessions ï Level 1 
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PUPIL OF THE WEEK  
 

 
 
P/L Jarrod  - For his great work during craft activities. 
 Lucy  - For trying so hard during reading activities. 
P/S Dylan  - For making a fabulous spaceship on Discovery Day. 
 Molly  - For working hard in her literacy group. 
12C Tahlia  - For the pride you take in your handwriting and bookwork! 
 Ashleigh - For your enthusiastic approach to learning. 
 Amber-Rose - For your kind and friendly approach to classmates. 
12F Tobi  - For the way you are working so hard to produce beautiful handwriting. 
12J Eleanor  - For working hard during Literacy Groups ï A Five-Star Worker! 
 Carol  - For always trying your best to begin your letters at the correct starting point.   
    Youôre an absolute star, Carol! 
12M Rachael - For maintaining 5-Star Quality work.  You include wonderful detail Rachael.   
    Well done. 
 Sam  - For staying on task and finishing his work to a very high standard! 
 Ethan  - For ALWAYS being such a caring and responsible young man! 
 Liam  - For his outstanding effort in class time, concentrating and staying on task.   
    Excellent work Liam. 
 Jack  - For working so hard to óspeak upô in class discussions.  We love hearing  
    what you have to say! 
 Alex  - For being so brave after breaking his finger.  You showed lots of courage.   
 Josh  - For participating in our óGauntletô game and showing excellent  
    sportsmanship. 
 Tomas  - For enthusiastically accepting new challenges!  You are becoming a  
    wonderful team player. 
12P Bradley  - For demonstrating Five Star Listening Skills and for approaching his  
    learning in a mature manner.  Well done Bradley. 
 Coco  - For being a mature Junior School Council Representative and for always  
    demonstrating a love of learning. 
 Noah  - For being a responsible learner and a role model to others in our class.   
    Well done Noah. 
34C Zac  - For your positive attitude and friendliness towards all your peers. 
 Cormaic - For persisting and working hard in our Maths lesson. 
34H Mitchell  - For displaying values that will serve him well for the future.   

Congratulations Mitch. 
 Dylan  - For displaying values which we regard highly here at Kalinda.   
    Congratulations Dylan. 
56A Chloe  - For her superb netball skills and team spirit in our netball match against  
    Warranwood PS.  What a star! 
56L Stephanie - For sharing your lunch when a friendôs soup spilled in her bag!  

What a lovely thoughtful person you are. (from Ms Hart) 
56S Holly  - For her fantastic effort in the District Cross Country run.  Even though  
    injured on the first lap, she completed the race! 
 Simon  - For excellence in spelling ï making a great effort to get 100% on some very  
    tricky words.  Keep it up. 
 
 

Notices to Families sent 21st ï 28th May 2009 
Notice: Distributed to: Return by: 

Prep Parent Disco Information Letter Level 1 n/a 

Junior Disco (peach) Levels 1 & 2 15/6/09 

Senior disco (green) Levels 3 & 4 15/6/09 

Tournament of Minds ï Expression of Interest Level 4 26/5/09 

Walk-a-thon Fundraiser Whole School 1/6/09 

Interschool Chess Tournament Tournament players 12/6/09 
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Level 3 is getting very excited as my departure gets closer.  We have been becoming familiar with Brazil and 
some of the animals that I will be studying. The teachers are familiar with the on-line lessons that are to be 
posted on the web . The children are learning how to post on-line forum comments/questions and navigate 
the website ï  
 
http://ecogold.teachlive.org.au/ 
 
The forum is open to anyone who would like to ask a question and I will endeavour to answer them all and if 
one stumps me, I will ask one of the scientists to help out.  
 
I would like to thank everyone for their good wishes and I look forward to chatting to the children from the 
other side of our ever-shrinking world.  
 
I especially want to thank my grade for the wonderful surprise party I received yesterday.  Thank you to all 
the mums and dads who helped out and made this wonderful party. 
 
I look forward to chatting to everyone from Brazil and hope you enjoy being ótakenô to Brazil via the Internet. 
 
See you when I get back. 
 
KAREN JOHNS 
 
 

From the Phys Ed Desk é.. 
 

Cassidy through t o the final stages  
of State Netball Selection  

 
This term, several of our students have been taking part in trials for State 
sporting teams.  The process they follow is to go to District trials (with 8 
schools), Zone trials (all 30 plus schools from our Zone), regional trials (3 zones 
together), then Metropolitan, then State. 
 
I have great pride and pleasure in letting you all know that Cassidy has made it 
to the final stage of State Netball selection.  In two weeks she will compete with 
students from the country area to try to make the Victorian State Primary 
Schools Netball team. 
 
Today, Sue and I conducted an interview with Cassidy: 
 
When did you start netball? 

I started in 2005 at the age of 8.  I played with Holy Spirit Netball Club but now play with Park 

Orchards as well as the representative side, Ariels 
 
What are your favourite positions? 

I like playing Goal Attack, Wing Attack and Centre 
 
Who inspired you to start? 

My best friend and I both decided to join at the same time 
 

http://ecogold.teachlive.org.au/
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How often do you train? 

I train on Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays. I also shoot 100 goals every night. 
 
What are your netball hopes and dreams? 

To go as far as possible, get into the Australian Institute of Sport 
 
Which team do you follow? 

I follow the Vixens and the Australia Diamonds.  My favourite players are Cheryl McMahon and 

Natasha  
 
Cassidy, on behalf of the Kalinda community, we wish you all the very best of luck at your final trials.  You 
should be really proud of what youôve done so far, we certainly are! 
 

District Cross Country 
 
Congratulations to all those who represented Kalinda at the District Cross Country last week.  As a school, 
we finished 5

th
, 60 points behind the winners, Warranwood. 

 
A number of our students gained a top ten placing, qualifying them for the Zone Cross Country, to be held on 
Wednesday 3

rd
 June. Congratulations to the following students: 

 
12 year girls 
Ella, Emily, Holly, & Taylah 
12 year boys 
Kane & Lochlan 
11 year girls 
Chelsea  
11 year boys 
Bailey, Tom & Dean 
10 year girls 
Olivia & Molly 

 
Interschool Sport 
 
Last Friday, we continued our winter rounds of Interschool Sport. Last week we played Donvale CC, having 
success in the Netball Girls, Football, Volleystars teams.  
 
For the effective supervision and coaching of these teams, we need parents to help us out. If you are able to 
give some time on a Friday, or you have an area of expertise to share with or students, please contact me 
via the office.  
 
This week, we play Great Ryrie. The Level Four students have been notified of where they are playing.  
 
Our specialist sports coaching program enjoyed a golf clinic last week and this week they will be having a 
volleyball clinic conducted by a coach from Volleyball Victoria. 
 
STUART McLEAN 
PHYS ED TEACHER 
 

RECONCILIATION WEEK  
 
On Wednesday 26

th
 May 2009 a group of Level 4 students were fortunate to be invited to attend the 

Reconciliation Week Celebrations held at Maroondah Federation Estate in Ringwood.  There they were 
witness to a Smoking Ceremony, Welcome to Country given by a local Wurundjeri elder and a magnificent 
performance by One Fire Dance Troupe.  On proud display at Federation Estate is the artwork produced by 
Kalinda students when Aunty Dot came to visit.  It was very exciting for the students to see their artwork so 
highly valued and the stories that some told regarding other traditional Aboriginal artworks on display 
showed the depth of the understandings that they have gained through our Indigenous Australia unit. 
 
DANI THOMAS 
LEVEL 4 TEACHER 



7 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE NEWS  
 

ORGANIC VEGETABLE GARDEN HAMPER RAFFLE 
 
At the end of each term, we will draw a name out to win the Kalinda Organic Vegetable Garden Hamper.  
You can purchase a raffle ticket from our Waste Wise Leaders.   
 
Raffle tickets are 40c each, or 3 for a dollar.  
 
All money raised will go directly back into the garden to purpose more plants, manure 
and organic pest control. 
  
Winner will be drawn at end of term Assembly on Friday 26

th
 June.  

 
 
IN TERM 2 
In Environmental Science, Term 2, we will be studying the Water cycle.  
 
As part of this wonderful water unit the students will be making their own water cycle model. To create the 
model the students will need each a glass jar with a lid and a soft drink bottle lid.  
 
Could your child please bring a glass jar with a lid and a soft drink bottle lid to school before 5th June, as 
many grades will commence creating the water cycles from  9

th
 June.  

 
If your family have extra glass jars with lids and soft drink bottle lids then that would be much appreciated if 
you could send those to school too, as extras for those who are unable to provide these items. Thank-you! 
 
 
KALINDA ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE NEWS SPOT 
 
QUIZ QUESTION AND MORE é.. 
*How does buying recycled paper reduce greenhouse gas emissions? 
 
A)    Less energy is used in production. 
 
B)    Less paper is sent to landfill. 
 
C)    Fewer trees are cut down. 
 
D)    All of the above. 
 

Answer was:  d) all of the above. 
 
 

OLD PHONES, NEW FENCE POSTS  CHALLENGE 
 
The challenge is simple ï muster up old mobile phones, their batteries, chargers and 
accessories before World Environment Day, Friday 5

th
 June. You will be helping the 

environment and the bushfire recovery at the same time! 
 
For every 5kgs of old mobile phones collected, 1 x Plasmar fence post will be donated to the 
bushfire affected areas of Victoria to assist with re-fencing this devastated area.  
 
This challenge will be held in conjunction with World Environment Day 2009 which has the theme ñYour 
Planet Needs You - Unite to Combat Climate Changeò  These fence posts include plastics recovered from 
old phones recycled through MobileMuster such as yours. 
 
School and Student rewards will again be offered, with the school that returns the most mobiles by weight 
(kg) winning an electronic package valued at $1,500. 
 
Plus, if we collect 8kgs or more mobiles, our school will receive a Milton mobile reward pack 
consisting of 30 backpacks, stationary packs and slap band wrist watches.  
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All old mobile phones can be handed to your teacher, before Friday 5

th
 June, who will pass them 

onto Ms Carli Lange. 
 
Thank you in advance for supporting MobileMuster and helping the bushfire recovery post by post! 
 
MS CARLI LANGE 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE CO-ORDINATOR 
 
 

 

FRIDAY 5
th

 JUNE is WORLD ENVIRONMENT  DAY   
 

As a school we will be celebrating this occasion on the last Monday of term, 

so watch the newsletter for further details. 

 
 
 
 

STARLIGHT FOUNDATION FREE DRESS DAY  

 

Thank you to all students who came along to school  

dressed as their favourite star!   

 

Our Kalinda Students raised a fabulous $455  

which will be forwarded to the óMake A Wishô Foundation. 

 

Congratulations to everyone on this wonderful result. 

 
 
 


