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Newsletter No. 7 ï Term 1, Week 8         Thursday 19

th
 March 2009 

 
 

LEVEL 4 IN CANBERRA  
 
Yesterday I spent the day and evening with Level 4ôs in Canberra.  I had never 
been on this trip before although each year I have said that I would be joining them 
for some stage of the trip but this is a very busy time in schools and I never quite 
got there!  This year was the year and what a fantastic time they are having!  
Children, teachers and parent volunteers are all working extremely hard and all 
looking very tired, but very happy indeed.  I joined Bus 2 yesterday for their 
activities, which included a 13km bike ride by Lake Burley Griffin (I arrived half way through that!), 
then lunch and a run around.  Then a visit to the Federation Exhibition by the lake and four hours at 
the Australian Institute of Sport in the afternoon, followed by an Embassy tour and dinner and a 
movie night.   
 
The Australian Institute of Sport is absolutely fascinating.  When you go with a school group you do 
get to go to areas in these places that are not generally open to the public.  We had a tour of the 
Institute by one of the athletes working there, as well as 30 minutes each of hockey, soccer and 
sock wrestling.  These activities were all taken in the appropriate sporting stadiums so everyone 
was so impressed by the quality of the venues.  Although hockey and soccer are well known sports 
in Victoria, sock wrestling was something new to try.  The children were able to do this in the 
wrestling stadium on the proper arena.  
Although it was a lot of fun, I donôt think 
it will be a sport we will introduce at 
Kalinda! 
 
Today the children will be visiting the 
Australian War Memorial and Questcon.  
On Tuesday they had visited Parliament 
House where Parliament was in session.  
They saw our Prime Minister, Kevin 
Rudd, addressing all members of 
Parliament, so they did think that was 
very special indeed.  On Tuesday they 
also visited Old Parliament House and 
the High Court of Australia.   
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The trip to Canberra is an amazing opportunity for children to experience first-hand how Australia is 
governed.  What absolutely impressed me yesterday was the amount of information children are taking in 
and understanding and appreciating.  They were very eager to tell me about their visits to various places and 
there were no complaints at all about the length of the visits or how tired they were.  They kept up their 
enthusiasm and sense of fun the whole day long.  When I arrived yesterday the bus drivers, who stay with 
the group all week, were very eager to tell me what a wonderful group of children they were who 
demonstrated beautiful manners, respect for each other and everything they visited, and were so open and 
friendly.   This was stated time and again from presenters at the venues they visited.  How proud we all are of 
them, but I did add that this is how we expected children to behave at Kalinda and the children grew up in 
this culture of high expectations and always lived up to it.  Living Kalinda Values!   
 
Iôm sure all parents of Level 4 children will be eager to see them on Friday night.  However, please remember 
they will be very tired and will be a little sad to leave their friends and the camp atmosphere, but Iôm sure will 
be very happy to rejoin their families.   
 
GAIL POLLARD 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 

 

DIARY DATES 
 

 
March 

 
25

th
  - Whole School Photos 

  (Please note change of date) 
26

th
 - Grandparents & Special Visitors Day ï Level 1 

27
th
 - L.4 Interschool Sport 

- Life Skills Program ï Life Saving 
28

th
 - Working Bee ï 10am-12noon(Sat.) 

31
st
 - Host Families Meeting ï 3.40pm Library 

 
April 

 
1

st
 - Green Day & Nude Food Day 

3
rd

 - End of Term 1 ï 2.30pm Dismissal 

10
th
 - Good Friday 

20
th
 - Beginning of Term 2 

27
th
 - P&F Mtg. ï 9.30am Staffroom 

30
th
 - Pizza & Coke Night ï Level 4 ï 6.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
May 

 
3

rd
 - Working Bee ï 10am ï 12noon 

5
th
 - Mothers Day Stall ï MP Room 

12
th
 - NAPLAN ï Language & Writing Test 

13
th
 - NAPLAN ï Reading Test 

14
th
 - NAPLAN ï Maths Test 

18
th 
ï 22

nd
 - Education Week 

18
th
 - P&F Meeting ï 9.30am Staffroom 

20
th
 - KALINDA OPEN NIGHT ï 5-8pm 

20
th 
ï 28

th
 - Book Fair 

30
th
 - Working Bee ï 10am ï 12noon 

 
 
UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES 
AUSTRALASIAN SCHOOLS COMPETITIONS 

 
Please note in your diaries the following dates: 
 
Science Competition - 10

th
 June 

Writing Competition  - 23
rd

 June 
English Competition - 4

th
 August 

Maths Competition  - 19
th

 August 
 

 
 

 
Notices to Families sent 19th ï 26th February 2009 

Notice: Distributed to: Return by: 

Grandparents & Special Visitors Preps 24/03/09 

Uni NSW Australasian Schools Competitions Levels 3 & 4 27/04/09 

Easter Raffle  Eldest 01/04/09 

Individual Student Photo Envelopes Whole school 25/03/09 
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PUPIL OF THE WEEK  
 

 
P/L Sam  - For his enthusiasm and effort during Literacy groups. 
 Tyra  - For participating so enthusiastically during Reading groups. 
P/M Archer  - For enjoying his school work and dong his best at all times.  Well done! 
12F Matthew - For always concentrating and working hard in his Literacy group. 
12P Kevin  - For a fabulous effort on the computer producing a published piece of writing. 
 Lauren  - For terrific reading and working in a co-operative manner in her Guided  
    Reading Group. 
34C Nathan  - For being friendly and supportive towards all your class mates. 
 Maddie  - For having a positive attitude towards our mentoring program. 
34W Ardian   - For excellent handwriting ï joined and using biro! 
 Georgia  - For showing initiative and helping others to get organised.  Well done! 
56R Ashley  - For the gentle, yet assertive way you supported me, when working with 

Google Maps.  You really improved the quality of my lesson with knowledge  
of how to move around this site.  Thanks Ash. 

Artist of the Week 
 
34J Tom  - For making a creative windmill in art and constructing the sail well. 
56A Zeke  - For helping with the construction of windmills in the Art Room. 
56T Peter  - For helping the Grade 3/4s with their windmill constructions in the Art Room. 
56T Mahima  - For being creative and helping in the Art Room all week. 
 
 

LEVEL 3 OVERVIEW ð TERM 1  
 
Level 3 have been covering a science-based integrated unit this term called óSwitched on Energyô. 
 
The lifelong aim is for students to develop an understanding of how we can contribute to a sustainable 
environment - now and in the future; that they understand that different energy forms use or affect resources 
in our natural environment. 
 
The specific Level 3 VELs : Scientific knowledge & understanding focuses are that light, sound, electricity, 
heat and movement are forms of energy, that energy can change from one form to another and that energy 
is used by a range of things necessary to our daily lives. 
 
A mini project has been set this week for Switched on Energy. 
 

A visitor from Morwell Power Station this week should give an interesting perspective for students to 
consider. 
 
Our Waste Wise Warriors are already checking our use of electricity and water and turning off taps and light 
switches, reminding other students to turn computers off, etc. Maybe this can be also done at home so we 
can collectively make a real difference. 
 
After a Level 3 parent survey, we have received overwhelming support to continue planning our July 23/24

th
 

excursion to Sovereign Hill. Thank you to everyone for your replies. 
 
CRE begins this week on Wednesday. 
 
Some classrooms are still seeking parent helpers for Literacy blocks, etc. If you are available, please let your 
childôs teacher know. 
 
Andy, Paul, Karen, Allan, Kristeen, Annie, Sandra & Sue 
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FROM THE PHYS ED DESK  
 
Well done to Jacob (5/6A) in progressing through to the Zone trials for cricket.  Jacob was one of 12 chosen 
from a group of approximately 80 at the District level.  Taylah (5/6A) and Alex (5/6S) were part of these trials 
as well. 
 
STUART McLEAN 
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR 
 
 

òCANTEEN 2009ó 
 

SPECIAL FOOD DAY ï HOT DIGGITY DOG DAY 
 
With the new State Government Canteen food regulations we are able to hold what they 
class as a ñSpecial Food Dayò twice within the term - foods that they deem are not allowed 
on a weekly basis. 
 
We are holding a ñHot Diggity Dog Dayò on Tuesday 31st March.  On offer will be a hot 
dog, doughnut and a drink for $5.00.  A form will be coming home this week with the 
details.   
 
I would like to stress for the new families at the school that this is by no means a 
compulsory event and is offered as a special fun treat for the children.  
 
If you would like to help out on the day with the packing of the food, please contact me on 
kellywoodman@aapt.net.au or Mob. 0425 788 723 or fill in the form below and send back 
to the office. 
 
Kelly Woodman 
Canteen Manager 
 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS BY MASTER SCHOOL PORTRAITS (MSP)  

Wednesday 25 th  March 2009  
 

Every student should have received their individual photo envelope last week.  If your 
child did not bring one home, please collect a spare form from the office. 
 
If you wish your children to have a family photo, please collect a Family envelope from 
the office as well.   
 
Please remember that payment is by cash, cheque or credit card, to be placed into the 
envelope and sealed.  No change is available on the day so please have correct money. 
Cheques payable to ñMSP North East Melbourneò.   
 
 

mailto:kellywoodman@aapt.net.au
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COMMUNITY NEWS  

 

 
OFFICE NEWS 
 
Thank you to those families who have already 
paid their 2009 Booklists.  Those families who 
have yet to pay, please forward payment without 
delay, or contact the office to make alternative 
arrangements. 
 
Recently we have been receiving EFTPOS 
payments of less than $10.  Parents, please 
remember we can only accept payments of $10 or 
more for Credit Card/EFTPOS payments.  Any 
further EFTPOS payments received by the office 
of less than $10 will be returned home requesting 
cash.  Thank you for your co-operation in this 
matter. 
 
LEANNE THEISINGER 
BUSINESS MANAGER 
 
 
MAROONDAH CITY COUNCIL  
PHOTO COMPETITION 2009 
 
Maroondah City Council is currently running its 
annual photographic competition.  Entrants may 
submit up to 3 photos each, and these may be 
featured in the Maroondah Journal during the 
competition.  The Junior section is open to 
students up to 12 years of age, with a Digital 
camera worth $100 being the first prize.  
 
Photos must be taken within the City of 
Maroondah after July 2008, and must be 
accompanied by a caption.  Make sure you have 
permission if there are other people in your photo.  
 
This yearôs entries will feature in a special 
exhibition at Maroondah Federation Estate from 
Friday 24 July until Saturday 15 August 2009. 
 
If you would like an entry form, please see Mrs 
Shaw or Mrs Windridge in the Art Room. 
 
 
Maroondah Community Wellbeing Plan -  
Primary Schools Drawing Competition 
 
The Maroondah City Council is holding a drawing 
competition to find out what children in 
Maroondah like most about the local area in which 
they live. 
 
Some of the pictures will be displayed at the 
Community Wellbeing Plan event at Maroondah 
Federation Estate on Sunday 26 April 2009 and 
may be used in Council publications (including the 
Maroondah Community Wellbeing Plan 

publication and associated collateral) and on 
Councilôs website. 
 
Childrenôsô drawings should address the question 
óWhat I like about my neighbourhoodô (eg 
drawings could depict friendly neighbours, flora 
and fauna, landmarks, buildings, parks, safety, 
recreation and leisure opportunities, transport 
modes, etc) 
 
They should include the sentence óI like my 
neighbourhood becauseéô written at the top or 
bottom of the drawing.  Drawings must be A4 size, 
either landscape or portrait, and use one or more 
media as long as the drawing is clearly visible 
when scanned (eg textas, pencils, crayons, vivid 
pastels). 
 
Your childôs name, year level and school should 
be written on the back of the drawing. 
 
The Level 2 students are going to be participating 
in the competition as part of the Art program, but 
all other students are also welcome.  If you wish 
to have your drawing included, bring it to the Art 
Room no later than Thursday, March 26, 2009. 
 
LIBBY SHAW 
VISUAL ARTS TEACHER 
 
Have you heard about G.A.T.E.WAYS? 
 
The G.A.T.E.WAYS group offers exciting 
programs for gifted and talented students. 
Periodically we are able to facilitate opportunities 
for Kalinda students to attend these programs. 
Each program features an area of interest such as 
Science, Maths, computer animation, drama, or a 
love of learning. Some programs take place on a 
single day, while others are half days spread over 
four weeks. 
 
The process is as follows:  
Á G.A.T.E.WAYS emails program details to 

schools 
Á Classroom teachers are made aware of 

the subjects on offer and nominate 
students they feel would benefit from 
attending the program.  

Á Expression of interest forms are sent 
home with those students. As programs 
are extremely popular, these forms must 
be returned the next day for the best 
chance of achieving a place.  

Á The G.A.T.E.WAYS coordinator, Libby 
Shaw, registers those interested students 
as soon as the notices from parents are 
received.  
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Á The parents are then notified via Libby as 

to whether a place has been successfully 
gained, or the student has been placed on 
a waiting list. Occasionally places are 
available at other locations, but these are 
usually quite some distance from our 
school. 

 
The program is entirely optional, and independent 
of Kalinda Primary School.  Parents/guardians are 
responsible for payment and transport for their 
child.  Kalinda supports G.A.T.E.WAYS as a 
chance for students to extend their learning and 
love of a variety of curriculum areas in a new 
setting, with social opportunities and expert 
presenters. Students who have attended 
programs in the past have spoken enthusiastically 
of their experiences.  
 
For more information visit the website 
www.gateways.edu.au 
 
LIBBY SHAW 
G.A.T.E.WAYS Coordinator 
 
NAPLAN 
 
The National Assessment Program - Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) test for Years 3&5 students 
will be held on Tuesday 12 May 2009, 
Wednesday 12 May 2009 and Thursday 14 May 
2009. The NAPLAN tests are conducted by the 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 
(VCAA) on behalf of the Ministerial Council on 
Education, Training and Youth Affairs 
(MCEETYA) 
 
The results of the tests provide diagnostic 
information for parents and teachers about a 
childôs performance in Literacy and Numeracy. 
 
If your child has a disability, which needs special 
consideration or had been learning English for 
less than one year, you should discuss with your 
childôs teacher whether or not your child should 
undertake the test. 
 
Later in the year, you will receive your childôs 
report. The report will describe your childôs 
particular skills in reading, writing, language 
conventions and numeracy. The report will also 
show how your child performed in relation to 
national minimum standards. These describe 
minimum acceptable standards for students 
across Australia. 
 
For more information about the tests, please visit 
the VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the 
NAPLAN website at www.naplan.edu.au 

CANTEEN NEWS 
 

REMINDER 
 
Canteen is CLOSED on MONDAYS & 
TUESDAYS for lunch orders.  Open for frozen 
snacks only. 
 
Lunch Orders are available on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays only. 
 

 
 
If you would like to discuss anything about the 
Canteen with me, please pop in to the Canteen or 
email kellywoodman@aapt.net.au  
 
Discontinued line ï Mini Paddle Pop Fruits 
(sold out). 
 
KELLY WOODMAN 
CANTEEN MANAGER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
UNIFORM SHOP 

Open on Wednesdays from 3pm. 
 

**The Uniform shop will be closed on 
Wednesday 1

st
 April.** 

 

 
 
 

 
HELEN RENEHAN 
NAPLAN CO-ORDINATOR 

CANTEEN ROSTER 
 
23/03/09 Sally Connell 
24/03/09 Tania Kennington 
25/03/09 K. Donnellan, M. Boyhan 
26/03/09  B. Roberts, H. Miller 
27/03/09 E. Gallagher, C. Grey 

 
STUDENT BANKING 

 
New Dollarmite account opening kits are now 
available and have been distributed to the Prep 
grades.  Additional kits for other year levels are 
now available from the office. 
 
CARMEN & DEBBIE 
STUDENT BANKING CO-ORDINATORS 

http://www.gateways.edu.au/
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
mailto:kellywoodman@aapt.net.au
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LOST PROPERTY  
There are a number of named items (particularly jackets & jumpers) 
of uniform missing at the moment.  The parents involved have 
checked the lost prop boxes regularly, with no luck.   

PLEASE ï would all parents check your 

childrenôs clothing, to make sure it does 
not have someone elseôs name by 
mistake.  It is very easy for children to pick 
up the wrong item in the classroom or playground, thinking it is 
theirs.  At the same time, maybe you could make sure your 
childôs name is able to be clearly read.  Remember, surnames 
are the easiest for us to identify, in order to return lost clothing. 
 
 

 

RECIPE OF THE WEEK! 
TACOS 

A great tasty and inexpensive minced beef dish that 
 should satisfy all family members.   

 

§ Makes 12 

§ Prep Time: 10 minutes 

§ Cooking Time: 15 minutes 
 
What you need: 
 
1 tablespoon olive oil 
1 small carrot, finely chopped 
½ brown onion, finely chopped 
1 small stick of celery, finely chopped 
2 teaspoons ground paprika 
1 teaspoon ground cumin 
1 teaspoon ground coriander 
400-500grams lean minced beef 
1 tablespoon tomato paste 
¾ cup water 

 
Salt and freshly ground pepper 
12 taco shells* 
1 large tomato, chopped 
½ cup chopped peeled cucumber 
4 large lettuce leaves, shredded 
1 avocado, cut into 12 wedges 
A few coriander leaves (optional) 
½ cup grated Swiss style cheese (or just good old 
cheddar is fine) 

 
 
Heat oil in a non-stick frying pan and cook carrots, onion and celery for 5 minutes. Stir in paprika, cumin and 
coriander. 
 
Add minced beef and cook on high heat for 3 minutes, while stirring.  Stir in tomato paste and water.  Season 
with salt and pepper.  Bring to a simmer and cook on low heat for 15 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
 
Heat taco shells according to packet instructions. Garnish shells with cooked meat, chopped tomato, 
cucumber, lettuce, avocado and coriander leaves if desired.  Sprinkle with grated cheese and serve. 
 

¶ You donôt have to use hard taco shells all the time. We have found the kids also enjoy wrapping the 
meat mixture up together with the salad ingredients in Tortilla wraps which you will find on the shelf 
right next to the taco shells. 

 

¶ Get the kids to grate the cheese and, if you trust them not to hurt themselves, the responsibility of 
shredding the lettuce and cutting up the tomato, cucumber and avocado.  They enjoy being able to 
place these all on a platter for everyone to then help themselves to arrange their own taco 
masterpiece! 
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Mullum Mullum Festival 2009 
 

A Festival Celebrating the Environment and Indigenous Culture 

 

Activities for the whole Family. Activities around Indigenous culture 

and current issues on the Opening Day Sunday 22
nd

 March from  

11am at Yarran Dheran, Ashburton Drv, Mitcham (Mel 49B6) 

Official Opening 1pm.       Food and drinks available. 

 

Festival continues with 16 walks/talks on Sat 28
th

, Sun 29
th

 March  

at various places along the Mullum Mullum Creek Valley. 

See programs for more info. 

 
Programs available at school office, Manningham, Whitehorse, Maroondah Council offices, 

Libraries, Neighbourhood Houses, www.vicnet.net.au/~mulfest/ or contact Les pH: 9874 2641. 

 
 
 

 

 
EASTER RAFFLE UPDATE 

 
Our Easter Raffle is now up and running with collections starting in the 

grades of donations which are suitable to be included in Easter Hampers.  It 
doesnôt have to be chocolate eggs ï we love a bit of variety in the prizes! 

 
Hopefully once again we will be able to announce many, many winners at 

this termôs final assembly on April 3rd. 
 

Remember there is a Canteen Quelch Stick voucher waiting for each child 
who makes a donation.  This is our small thank-you. 

 

 
Each family will soon receive a book of raffle tickets. Tickets will once again 
be $1 each.  If you would like to try to sell more tickets, please let us know 

via the office and we will send them out to you. 

 

Letôs make this another HUGE success! 

http://www.vicnet.net.au/~mulfest/
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KALINDA COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD  
 

 

Swap your showerheads and help your school! 
 
BUNNINGS VOUCHERS FOR SCHOOLS 
 
Yarra Valley Water is running itôs showerhead exchange kiosks at shopping centres from January 27

th
 until 

MARCH 29
th
 2009.  Friends and Families of students/teachers will be able to earn 1 token for each 

showerhead exchanged at a Kiosk in that period.  Schools will then be able to exchange tokens for Bunnings 
Vouchers (one token = $1 worth of Bunnings vouchers).   
 
Please exchange your old showerheads for a new water efficient one and quote Kalinda Primary Schoolôs 
name.  The money raised will go directly into the Environmental Science Program to purchase well needed 
watering cans and composts bins for the school.  
 
Thanks for your support, 
 
CARLI LANGE - ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE CO-ORDINATOR 

 

 

 

 
 

OUR UNIQUELY INDIVIDUAL YEAR 7 & 8 CURRICULUM  

ENABLES TEACHERS TO :  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN DAY TOURS 9.15, 10.45 A.M. 

INFORMATION SESSION : 7.30 P.M. 

OTHER TOURS BY APPOINTMENT ON 9870.4551 

 

 

 

 

MAROONDAH SECONDARY COLLEGE  
ñA tradition of Excellenceò 

 

instill a love for learning    

­ Experiencing real & relevant education 

­ Exciting with new knowledge & skills 

­ Empowering life-long learning 

ignite imagination  é 

­ Exploring the questions 

­ Discovering the answers 

­ Creating the solutions 

 

inspire hopeé  

­ Your child prepared for the future 

­ Your child planned for the future 

­ Your child positive about the future 
(Brad Henry, Educationalist) 
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St James Church in Bemboka Road, Croydon Hills is holding an Easter Workshop on 
Saturday 4th April from 2.00 ï 5.00pm.  The cost is $5 per child.   
 
The workshop is a three hour, fully supervised program for primary kids to make 
celebrating Easter heaps of fun.  Kids will enjoy craft, games, healthy afternoon tea, Easter 
egg hunt and a drama. 
 
Register at www.chawpac.org.au, or ring Judith on 9723 8430 or Ruth on 9884 0640 
(voice messages will be answered), or pick up a form from the office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
======================================================================== 
 

SPECIAL FOOD DAY ð HELPER FORM  

TUESDAY ï 31ST MARCH 10.00AM ï 2.00PM 
HOT DIGGITY DOGS 

 
I am able to help on the Special Food Day. 
 
 
Name: éééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
 
Contact No. éééééééééééééééééééé...................... 
 
Eldest Child Name & Grade: éééééééééééé.éééééé. 
 

 See the Community Board in the Foyer for more events. 
 
The Department of Education & Early Childhood Development (DEECD) and Kalinda Primary School, do not endorse 
the products or services of any private advertiser.  DEECD and Kalinda Primary School accept no responsibility for 
accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

http://www.chawpac.org.au/
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