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Newsletter No. 2 ï Term 1, Week 3     Thursday 12

th
 February 2009 

 

Casual Dress Day Appeal to Raise Funds for the  

2009 Victorian Bushfire Tragedy 

Friday 13th February  -  Gold Coin Donation 
 
I cannot express in words how horrendous the last 6 days have been for Victorians.  These tragic 
bushfires have affected us all and Victorians feel a terrible sense of grief, loss, disbelief, and 
vulnerability along with a strong feeling of wanting to help and not knowing how.  Also the bushfires 
are still very volatile and the danger of further loss is very real indeed. 
 
In the last couple of days there have been many suggestions of ways to contribute to help those 
who have suffered through the fires.  I certainly believe we, as a community, should work together 
to provide support.  It will take many months, indeed years, for these communities to re-establish, if 
they do at all.  These people will need help for a very long time.   Also the Emergency Service 
workers need acknowledgement of the wonderful job they are doing.  At the moment the 
Emergency Centres have enough clothing and goods and I am sure many of you have already 
donated many of these things so we will not immediately be calling for these.  Last night our School 
Council discussed a range of options so that we could help those affected by the fires over an 
extended period of time., supporting the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development (DEECD) and Red Cross relief efforts.  
 
Yesterday the Victorian government established the 2009 Victorian Bushfire Appeal Fund, in 
partnership with the Australian Government and Red Cross, to provide vital support to those 
parents and students affected by the bushfires. 
 
To provide support for this fund all schools are asked to participate in a casual dress day on Friday 
13

th
 February (this Friday).  In exchange for a gold coin donation, all students are encouraged 

to wear casual dress on this day.   DEECD has established a bank account for schools to deposit 
the funds raised.  Kalinda will certainly be supporting this activity and will be planning some other 
ways we can support these students and families in the future. 
 
As time goes on, many people in our community will realise that they have lost family and friends 
through these fires.  Events like this certainly do take their toll on us as individuals and as members 
of communities.  I have included in this newsletter an article from the Australian Psychological 
Society (through Parents Online) advising parents about ways that they could deal with this 
situation with their children.  It is very good information and the strategies they suggest can be used 
in other situations, not only dealing with our bushfires.  If there are any families who feel that they 
would like further access to counselling or need guidance in accessing community agencies, please 
contact the school and we can help you source the support agencies.   
 
Also, if anybody has children staying with them who have been involved in the bushfires and no 
longer have a home or a school to go to, please ring Kalinda or the Education Department and we 
will certainly welcome these children in our school and provide support for them, even if they are 
only staying with you for a short time.  During these times children will need safety, security, 
comfort and routine, and we certainly can provide all that.   
 
These tragedies make us so aware of how much we love our own families.  Give lots of hugs and 
words of love, I certainly am with my boys, even in their 20ôs they still love that! 
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ORIENTATION MORNIN G 
 
As part of our Quality Beginning this morning Stuart McLean organised a school orientation course for our 
children in Levels 2 to 4, as well as staff and various other members of our school community.  All the children 
met on the basketball court, each knowing the number of their group from 1 to 26.  Each of these groups had a 
grade 6 leader who had a checklist of questions regarding various parts of the school.  They each set off to a 
different area of the school to begin their tour.  As each group arrived in an area, such as the sandpit, the grade 
6 leader discussed with them the usage of that area, the safety features, who is allowed to use that area, how to 
use it properly and how we can all take care of it.  Then they would move on to another area and go through 
similar questions.  By making it multi-age and involving all staff, as well as parents in our community, this activity 
helped everybody get a sense of community and pride in our school.   
 
I began with one group but did join other groups who were near us at the time.  I was absolutely thrilled with the 
standard of leadership that the grade 6ôs displayed.  They involved all the children in the discussions and 
certainly all children enjoyed the morning.  Later today the same groups will all be having lunch together in the 
Urban Forest and I am looking forward to joining them for that. 
 
GAIL POLLARD 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 

 

DIARY DATES 
 

 
February 

 
13

th
 - Free Dress Day for Bushfire Appeal 

16
th
 - P&F Mtg. ï 9.30am Staffroom 

24
th
 - Cartoonist Visit ï Level 4 Art 

26
th
 - Coach Approach ï whole school 

 
March 

 
1

st
 - Working Bee (Sunday) 10.00-12noon 

10
th
 - Resources Comm. Mtg. ï 6.30pm Staffrm 

 - School Council Mtg. ï 7.30pm  Staffroom 
16-20

th
   - Canberra Camp ï Level 4 

16
th
 - P&F Mtg. ï 9.30am - Staffroom 

25
th

  - Whole School Photos 
  (Please note change of date) 
28

th
 - Working Bee ï 10am-12noon(Sat.) 

 
April 

 
3

rd
 - End of Term 1 ï 2.30pm Dismissal 

27
th
 - P&F Mtg. ï 9.30am Staffroom 

 

TERM DATES FOR 2009 
 
Term 1 - 28 January (teachers return) 

- 2 February (students return) 
- 3 April ï end Term 1 
- (Good Friday ï 10

 
April) 

Term 2 - 20 April ï 26 June 
Term 3 - 13

 
July ï 18 September 

Term 4 - 5 October to 18 December 
 
 

 
 

Notices to Families sent 5th ï 12th February 2009 
Notice: Distributed to: Return by: 

Booklist & Curriculum Contributions Youngest in family 6
th
 February 2009 

Canteen Menu Eldest n/a 

Cartoonist ï Art Incursion Level 4 17/02/09 

Working Bee Dates Eldest 13/02/09 

Bushfire Appeal ï Free Dress Day 13
th
 Feb All students n/a 

 

 
 

KALINDA SIGN ð VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
 
Volunteers are needed to help change our fabulous Kalinda sign at the front of the school.  This is done on a 
roster basis and all the messages are already noted down for you.  If you could help out please contact Lyse 
Lake or leave your name at the front office.   
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FROM THE PHYS ED DESK  
 
Welcome back to another year of sport and Phys Ed at Kalinda.  As I have mentioned to the students, Phys 
Ed this year will be about learning the skills required to participate in sporting activities they may want to try. 
We have also talked about giving your best effort, encouragement and support of each other and working 
towards goals. 
 
Over the course of the next few weeks, students in Levels 2 - 4 will be thinking about their Phys Ed goals, as 
well as their classroom learning goals.  There will be some skills testing involved in helping them make these 
choices.  During their Phys Ed session they will be given ideas on how best they can work towards their 
goals. 
 
Please note that students who do not have a hat in Terms 1 and 4 will not be permitted to take part in 
outdoor activity.  Students should also wear appropriate footwear.  Those students who are physically unable 
to take part will be required to help in the coaching, encouragement and assisting in the program.  Phys Ed 
is not all about the doing - there are lots of other ways to be involved in activity when you are physically 
unable to do so.  
 
This week, Level 4 will be choosing their Summer sports.  These will be played on a Friday morning during 
Term 1.  A notice will be coming home shortly.  
 
Also, for Level 4 students only, nominations for trials for State teams are being arranged.  I have spoken to 
the students regarding this process and have given the appropriate students the information they need.  If 
you believe your child should be considered for nomination in AFL Football, Cricket, Netball, Hockey (Grass), 
Soccer, Tennis or Basketball and have not received forms, please see me in my office (module B) before or 
after school.  It is very important to note that these are trials for State Teams and your child would 
need to be involved in representative teams in their respective sports.  We are limited to the number of 
students we can send.  This is akin to an extension program for sports-minded students. 
 
TENNIS LESSONS - 
Recently, I have received some information from a local tennis professional regarding tennis lessons.  Daniel 
Kittelty has designed a program, ñIntroduction to Primary School Tennisò and can run this during lunchtimes 
in our school grounds.  It is based on an eight week term, with term fees of $55, the lessons running for 30 
minutes.  If you are interested, please fill out a form, which can be obtained from the office. 
 
PARENT HELPERS - 
Parents have always been a great help in our classrooms.  If you have a passion for sport and would like to 
help out, or if you have a spare hour or so during the week and would like to get involved, Iôd love to have 
you involved in our Phys Ed program.  If any parents would like to be involved in our program, please see 
Stuart or leave your name and number at the office. 
 
STUART McLEAN 
PHYS ED TEACHER 
 
 

Sports Shirts ð Help Wanted Tomorrow Please  
 
Tomorrow morning we will be fitting the Grade 5 & 6 students with Kalinda Sports Shirts which they will wear 
this year when representing the school in various inter-school sporting teams and events.  We have had 
problems in the past with shirts going missing and often never being found, so this year we are planning to 
sew a name tag to each shirt as it is allocated (approx 90-100 shirts).  We hope this will make it much easier 
to keep track of the shirts and for the grade monitors to tick off returns etc. 
 
We would love some sewing helpers on Friday morning ï BYO needle, white cotton & scissors.  I will have 
the cloth name tags written and ready for a few stitches at either end.  This is not a difficult job but we would 
love some help so that the shirts can immediately be put in the grade bags ready for use next week.  You do 
not have to be a level 4 parent to be part of our sewing circle.  All welcome.  We will meet in the Staff Room 
at 9am. 
 
Sandra Kitching & Nicki Sweeney 
Sports Shirt Co-ordinators 
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Fundraising  
 
The first Kalinda fundraiser for this year will be our traditional Mammoth Easter Raffle. By now we would 
usually be calling for donations of Easter hamper goodies but due to the extreme heat that has been part of 
our weather recently, we will hold off on this a little longer, as it is difficult to store large amounts of chocolate 
in cool conditions. 
 
Each family will receive a book of raffle tickets to sell and if things go as well as last year we will have in 
excess of 70 prizes to win!   
 
If anyone would like to help us make up the raffle books next week, please give me a call on 0419-526-424 
or 9876-4907 or email me on skitching@optusnet.com.au 
 
SANDRA KITCHING 
SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 

 

PUPIL OF THE WEEK  
 

 
12D Emily  - For working very hard to finish all your work.  Excellent effort! 
 Curtis - For your beautiful work on your ñMe Flowerò. 
12F Mikayla - For always seeing what needs to be done and helping. 
12J Teagan - For showing leadership in the grade by helping the Grade 1ôs settle into the grade. 
 Rory - For being a risk taker in story writing.  Great ideas and great sounding out of words. 
12P Emma - For being such an excellent role model to others in our class.  Fantastic! 
 Adam - For excellent speaking skills and for becoming a more organised individual. 
34C Luke - For your great awareness of ósafetyô while walking through the Urban Forest. 
56L Nathan - For creating a very cool óAgent 007ô ID tag for our Quality Beginning Orientation Day. Well  
   done Nate ï itôs great!! 
56R Luke - For the wonderful class CD you put together! 
 Kane - For helping put the class Music CD together. 
56S Daniel - For his written piece on our bushfires.  A terrific effort.  Your poem shows great descriptions  
   and images. 
 Claire  - For her incredible start to the year in her new leadership role as School Vice Captain.  Keep  
   up the great work! 
56T Loughlin   - For showing great courage to put himself forward for Junior School Council Rep.  His óoff-the- 
   cuffô speech was incredibly honest.  I admire your effort Loughlin! 
 Tom - For continually showing great initiative and working as a true team member.  Great display of  
   Kalinda Values! 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS  

 

 
OFFICE NEWS 
 
EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE ï 
Please ensure your EMA applications are 
submitted by 20

th
 February 2009 for the first 

instalment.   
 
Canberra Camp - A reminder that the Level 4 
Canberra Camp final payment is due on 13

th
 

February 2009.   
 
LEANNE THEISINGER 
BUSINESS MANAGER 
 
 

CAN WE EMAIL YOUR NEWSLETTER? 
 
A number of families already receive their 
newsletters by email.  As we would love to help 
save some more trees we would be more than 
happy to add your email addresses to our list of 
newsletter recipients.  An added bonus is that you 
would see all the photos and pictures in full 
colour! 
 
If you would like to receive newsletters by email 
please just send in your address to: 
 
knowles.gillian.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

mailto:skitching@optusnet.com.au
mailto:knowles.gillian.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Emergency Contact Details - 
If anyone has changed their contact details over 
the holidays could you please send a note in to 
the office as soon as possible so we can update 
our records.  These records must be kept updated 
in case of emergencies.   
 
GILL KNOWLES - ADMIN. ASSISTANT 
 
 
CANTEEN NEWS 
 
If you would like to discuss anything about the 
Canteen with me, please pop in to the Canteen or 
email kellywoodman@aapt.net.au  
 
New Frozen Treats -  Mini Calippo ï 80c 
                                       Icy Twist ï 80c 
NB: Popcorn ï no buttered ï only plain or cheese. 
 
A reminder that Hot Roast Beef Rolls, Pizzas 
and Dim Sims are only available on Wacky 
Wednesdays.  Please refer to the new Menu 
sent out last week.   
 
KELLY WOODMAN 
CANTEEN MANAGER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
UNIFORM SHOP 

 
Open every Wednesday 

3.00 ï 3.45pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOW CAN STUDENT BANKING 
HELP OUR SCHOOL? 

 
Welcome back everyone.  Student Banking will 
commence again next Wednesday (18 February 
2009).  Your support of this program will help the 
school financially as every new account opened 
earns us $5.00, plus for every deposit made 
throughout the year, the school receives a 
commission.  In addition, for every new Youthsaver 
Account opened before March 31 2009, one entry 
goes into a draw to win $5,000.00 for the school. 
 
New account opening kits will be available very 
soon and will be distributed to the Grade Preps. 
Additional kits will be available from the office when 
a new order arrives. 
 
CARMEN & DEBBIE 
STUDENT BANKING CO-ORDINATORS 
 
WORLD VISION NEWS 
 
Welcome back to 2009.  As usual, we had a 
fantastic letter from Deny just after school broke up.   
 
For all our new parents and students at Kalinda, 
Deny is a child from Java, Indonesia.  The school 
sponsors Deny through World Vision.  The letters 
from him are left at the office or on the board 
outside Mrs Clydesdaleôs office.  All students are 
encouraged to write letters back to him.   
 
His letter at the end of the year was in response to 
all the fantastic letters sent from Kalinda students in 
Term 4 and was full of lots of new information about 
himself.  He talks about his family, favourite foods, 
colour and sports.  For all you soccer fans out 
there, Deny sees himself as a professional soccer 
player in the future and through this hopes to visit 
Australia and see a koala.  His other interests are 
music and drawing.  I was wondering if any of our 
budding artists would like to draw a koala for Deny 
and I could send them off to him.  Lots of your 
drawings end up in his classroom at school.   
 
I look forward to receiving letters and drawings from 
you all during the year and I will, in return, pass on 
anything we receive from Deny.   
 
NICKY SWEENEY 
WORLD VISION CO-ORDINATOR 
 
 

 

 
 
 

CANTEEN ROSTER 
 
16/02/09 Sally Connell 
17/02/09 Jacinta Toomey 
18/02/09 B. Roberts, M. Kelly 
19/02/09  C. Galbraith, HELPER NEEDED 
20/02/09 C. Thomson, E. Gallagher 

mailto:kellywoodman@aapt.net.au
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Parent News Information Booklet  
 

Please note that the Parent News Information Booklet òParentzoneó which was 

available to view in hard copy on the P&F Noticebo ard, will now only be available online 

at www.anglicarevic.org.au 

 
 
 

`  

 

 
PARENTS & FRIENDS GENERAL MEETING  

MONDAY, 16 th  February 2009  
 

There will be a Parents & Friends General Meeting on 
 Monday, 16

th
 February straight after assembly in the staff room. 

Please come along and have a coffee and some morning tea whilst listening 
and contributing to the issues in our childrenôs education in a friendly and casual atmosphere. 

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME! 

*Crèche is provided for the young ones.  Just pack a snack and drink for them 
 and they will be well looked after and entertained. 

 
All are very welcome.  Look forward to seeing you there! 

http://www.anglicarevic.org.au/
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Parents & Friends will be providing pancakes for each 

child for morning tea on Tuesday 24th February  
 

We will need volunteers to assist with:  

òMaking & Baking ó on Monday 23rd February 

(after assembly in the canteen)  

 

òHeating & Eating ó on Tuesday 24th February 

(from 9.30am in the canteen)  

 
The kids LOVE to see their Mums or Grandparents around the school helping.  

It is a school requirement that anybody helping within the school has a 

òWorking with Children Checkó. 

 

òThank youó from the Pancake Day Committee 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pancake Day Volunteer Slip  
 

I am able to help on Monday 23rd February    Ä 

for òMaking & Bakingó between 9am and 11am. 

I am able to help on Tuesday 24th February    Ä 

for òHeating & Eatingó from 9.30am 

 

Name:éééééééééééééééééééééé ééé.. 

 

Phone:ééééééééééééé. 
 

 

Please return the Volunte er Slip by Friday 20 th  February  

so that we know numbers prior to the day  
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Dear Parent/Guardian  

 
Welcome back to the start of what promises to be another exciting school year. In Victoria, we are 
fortunate to have a world-class education system with a strong and vibrant government school 
system at its core. One of the greatest gifts we can all give our children is the solid foundation of a 
high-quality education. We are always working hard to improve so that every child can thrive, learn 
and grow. 
 
Government schools are an important part of their local community. The people who make our 
schools great places for your child ï principals, teachers, staff and school councillors ï are 
dedicated to providing the best education possible for our children. 
 
One of the most effective ways we can do this is by being actively engaged in the education of our 
children. We can all help our children develop the knowledge, skills and learning strategies they 
need to engage in lifelong learning. Reading with your child, talking with them about the world 
around us, and encouraging creative play are all crucial elements of your childôs development. 
 
I also encourage you to become actively involved in your childôs school community. It helps 
children achieve the best possible learning outcomes. You can participate in school life, both 
formally and informally, through volunteering and staying up to date with your childrenôs learning 
progress through regular contact with their teachers. 
 
More information on Victorian government schools can be found at www.education.vic.gov.au or 
Education Line ph 1800 809 834 can provide further advice and assistance. 
 
I wish you and your children all the very best for the year ahead. 
 
Hon Bronwyn Pike MP 
Minister for Education 
February 2009 
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KALINDA COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD  
 

 

 

!!! SINGING LESSONS 2009!!!  
Discover your voiceé 

with 

Krista Demiris  

Group lessons and Individual lessons 

 

BOOK NOW  for  TERM 1 
Limited spaces 

Ph. 0438 368 198 

 

For more information please find enrolment forms at the front office or call 

Krista for more information.  Lessons commence first week of Term 1, 2009.  

 
 

 
 

EXCHANGE STUDENTS IN NEED OF  

VOLUNTEER HOST FAMILIES  
 

Have you ever considered introducing your own children to an older international sibling?  World Education 
Program is looking for Volunteer Host Families for International Students arriving in July 2009. 
 
Our Secondary School students from France, Germany, Italy, and Belgium are keen to start corresponding 
with a family they can call their own and learn about the place they will call home.  If you would like more 
information on becoming a Host Family, please contact Nikki Medwell for your information pack: 
 
Nikki Medwell      Ph:  (03) 9598 4733 
Inbound Exchange Administrator   Fax:  (03) 9598 4233 
World Education Program    Toll Free: 1300 884 733 
 
E: nikkimedwell@wep.org.au Contact us today for this fantastic experience for all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See the Community Board in the Foyer for more events. 
 
The Department of Education & Early Childhood Development (DEECD) and Kalinda Primary School, do not endorse 
the products or services of any private advertiser.  DEECD and Kalinda Primary School accept no responsibility for 
accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

mailto:nikkimedwell@wep.org.au
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Learn the  

Secrets of Happy  Parenting  
A survival kit for parents of teenagers  

 

Would you like to learn how to:                           
¶ Be better at talking with your teen 
¶ Be better at understanding your teen 
¶ Help prevent serious behaviour problems  
¶ Learn how to deal with conflict 
¶ Deal with your and your teenõs anger 
¶ Set appropriate expectations and boundaries 

 

This four week course will help you; 

- to feel more positive and confident in your parenting skills 

- feel less isolated and network with other parents 

- gain new knowledge and strategies 

 

Mondays March 2, 16, 23, 30      
 

Venue: Lifeworks (opp. Federation Estate) 

9 Greenwood Ave 

Ringwood 

Phone EACH on 9871 1800 

 

Time: 7.15 for 7.30pm start ï 9.30pm 

 

Course fee: $20  

 

Please ring and book a place.  RSVP by February 26
th
 2009 
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CUDDLY BEAR CHILD CARE AND KINDER  

 
OPEN DAY!!  

SUNDAY 15th Feb 2009 10.00am - 3.00pm  

 

Privately owned and purpose - built new centre.  

We cater for children between 6 weeks to 6 years.  

 

Safe, tranquil and exciting outdoor playground. Individualised developmenta l 

programs, to enhance children's learning to the highest level..  

 

Come meet our friendly, qualified staff and see  our  impressive new centre.  

 

Call Adline 98464011.  

274 Canterbury Road -  Heathmont  

 

Family Fun -  Music program, face painting, sausage sizzle and fun jumping castle!  
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      KIDS 

YOGA!       
 

Kids Yoga is a playful and creative way to 

help you�«   

       * imp rove posture, strength and 

flexibility  

       * build confidence and self esteem 

       * improve focus, co-ordination and 

awareness 

       * relax, feel good and have fun! 

 

Classes include yoga postures, breathing, 

relaxation, meditation, games, sound, 

songs, stories and more. 

 

Wednesdays 4.30 �² 5.30pm 

During school term 

5-12 years old 

 

�1�R�Z���R�Q���D�W�« 

  

St Stephen�·s Community Living 

Centre  

28 Freeman St, Ringwood East 

 

Tel: Fiona 0408 328 103 (bookings/info)  

* book early as class sizes are limited! 

 
RADIANT H EART YOGA    

Teacher: Fiona Filippelli, Graduate of The Bhava Centre, 

School of Yoga & Creative Dance and Radiant Child Yoga 

Program Levels 1 & 2. 

 

GO FOR YOUR LIFE  

Premier's Active 

Families Challenge  
 
Register now for the 

�3�U�H�P�L�H�U�¶�V�� �$�F�W�L�Y�H�� �)�D�P�L�O�L�H�V��
Challenge!   30 minutes of 
activity a day for 30 days 

between 8 March �± 19 April 
2009.   The Challenge is fun, 

free and a great way to g et 

active with your family and 
friends so register now!  

 
As a registered participant 

�\�R�X�¶�O�O�� �J�H�W�� �L�G�H�D�V�� �R�Q�� �I�X�Q�� �W�K�L�Q�J�V��
to do, tips on getting 
healthier and more active , 

events to get involved in and 
a chance to win prizes. You 

will also receive offers such 

as 15 free visits to YMCA and 
15 per c ent off at Rebel Sport 

stores.  
 
 
 

 


