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Newsletter No. 18 ï Term 2, Week 9        Thursday, 18th June 2009 

 

From the Principalé.. 

 

GETTING TO SCHOOL ON TIME  
 
Our grade teachers are experiencing real problems with students who are not 
arriving at school on time.  Latecomers not only miss out on important learning 
time, but disrupt the grade when they arrive.  We realise the mornings are cold 
and parents are always busy, however, we really must have the children ready 
to come in the doors at 9 oôclock.  A late pass does not mean itôs okay to be 
late, it just means the child is late! 
 

MAROONDAH EDUCATIONAL COALITION  
 
I mentioned in the newsletter a few weeks ago about the changing nature of the secondary schools 
in our area.  In that newsletter I mentioned information sessions were happening for parents in the 
area and some of our parents did go along to these.  The plans secondary schools are putting 
together will provide state of the art educational opportunities for children of Maroondah.  This is an 
initiative that the secondary school principals have put together and supported by the Education 
Department.  Below is a letter from the secondary principals to parents of primary school children in 
Maroondah giving an outline of this initiative and of further information sessions for primary school 
parents.  I do encourage you to go along to these sessions as the parents who came back from the 
last sessions are extremely positive about these future plans.   

 
 

 
The Maroondah Regeneration Project 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
This letter is to inform you about The Maroondah Regeneration Project, a proposal for the 
redevelopment of government secondary schools in the Maroondah Local Government Area. 
 
Parents of students at Croydon, Heathmont, Maroondah, Norwood, Parkwood and Ringwood 
Secondary Colleges and Croydon Community School have been given details of the Maroondah 
Regeneration Project in forums held at the Karralyka Centre in the first two weeks of June.  
 
At each forum, the Eastern Metropolitan Regional Director, Dr Jim Watterston, the Regional 
Network Leader, Mr Geoff Flett, and principals of the seven secondary schools described the 
context for the Maroondah Regeneration Project, initial details and the steps to be taken in the next 
months. 
 

The context 

The context for the Maroondah Regeneration Project is as follows: 

Á   The seven schools have been working cooperatively for a number of years and the State Budget 

announcement of planning support for the regeneration project provides a once in a lifetime 

opportunity to provide better options for secondary school students in our schools into the future. 
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Á   The percentage of school aged children in the city of Maroondah as a proportion of the total population is 

declining and will continue to decline over the next twenty years.  This was confirmed in two reports 

commissioned over the past five years by the local school network.  These reports were provided by Dr 

Joanna Wynn of Melbourne University and Mr Greg Gibbs, an educational consultant.  
  

Á   The State Government has in place the Building Futures Policy.  The policy anticipates support for 

building projects being conditional on schools meeting a number of criteria, including being able to 

demonstrate how outcomes for students will be profoundly enhanced by particular proposals.  In 

circumstances like ours, the Building Futures Policy encourages schools to cooperate in preparing 

submissions. 

 
Á Each school believes that it could offer better targeted and more effective programs if the various schools 

cooperated in new ways. 
 

Detail 
In the recent budget the State Government supported further planning for the refurbishment and rebuilding of 
the seven schools on five sites, with an allocation of $1 million.  
 
Over 100 parents from the seven schools attended the three forums, mentioned at the beginning of this 
letter, each night. Audience members had the opportunity to raise questions and provide input into our 
thinking.   
 
At each meeting, Dr Watterston expanded on the information provided to date.  Five sites would be 
comprised of four mainstream schools, in the North, East, South and West of the City of Maroondah, 
complemented by an alternative setting, Croydon Community School.  
 
He described specialist advice from an expert firm of architects, Architectus, which have recommended how 
we could best achieve this objective:  

 
- In the north, bring together Parkwood and Norwood Secondary Colleges on the Parkwood site in a 

refurbished and rebuilt school and new entity, MEC Norwood 
- In the east, bring together Maroondah and Croydon Secondary Colleges on the Maroondah site in a 

rebuilt school and new entity, MEC Croydon. 
- In the south and west, substantially redevelop Heathmont and Ringwood Secondary Colleges, MEC 

Heathmont and MEC Ringwood 
- Redevelop Croydon Community School. 

 

The Building Futures submission, if fully funded, anticipates an overall approximate cost of $75 million 

dollars. 

The project is intended to create a new way of thinking about secondary education in our area where schools 
share their resources to provide programs and opportunities that are far beyond the capabilities of any school 
acting on its own. 
 
Dr Watterston emphasised that this proposal would only be able to proceed with community support. 
 
Meeting with Primary School Parents 
Early in Term 3, we will again conduct a public forum, this time for interested parents of primary school 
children in our area.  It will be advertised through the primary school network. 
 
This is an exciting time for all of the families who have, or will have, children attending state secondary 
schools in Maroondah. 
 
We believe that this proposal represents a once in a life time opportunity to reshape and rebuild state 
secondary education in Maroondah so that it best meets the needs of our young people well into the future 
and provide them with best possible education.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Principals of Maroondah Education Coalition Schools 
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DIARY DATES 
 

 
June 

 
19

th
 - Chess Tournament  

20
th
 - Kalinda Disco ï MP Room 

   Prep ï 2ôs ï 5.30pm.  Gr.3-6 ï 8.00pm 
20-21

st
 - Hamilton Family to host Yoko 

22
nd

 - Hooptime ï Level 3 
  Maroondah CC Science Sessions ï Level 2 
23

rd
 - Uni NSW Writing Comp. ï Library 

24
th
 - Maroondah CC Science Sessions ï Level 1 

- Neighbourhood Watch Mtg. - Staffroom 
26

th
 - End of Term 2 ï  

   2.15 assembly - 2.30pm dismissal. 
 
July 

 
13

th
 - Term 3 begins. 

20
th
 - P&F General Mtg. ï 9.30am ï Staffroom 

23
rd

 - Family Life Incursion ï Level 4 
25/26

th
 - Wild Family to host Yoko. 

26
th
 - Working Bee ï Sunday ï 10am-12noon 

30
th
 - Family Life Incursion ï Level 4 

31
st
 - House Athletics Day ï Bill Sewart Res. 

 
August 

 
6

th
 - Family Life Incursion ï Level 4 

7
th
 - Yr. 6 parents notified of 2010 placements 

13
th
 - OZ Opera ï Whole School Event 

17
th
 - P&F General Mtg. ï 9.30am ï Staffroom 

22
nd

 - Tournament of Minds ï Swinburne Uni 
    Lilydale Campus. 
23

rd
 - Working Bee ï Sunday ï 10am ï 12noon 

- Footy Match Level 4s ï St Kilda v Nth Melb 
26

th
 - Neighbourhood Watch Mtg. - Staffroom 

 
September 

 
3

rd
 - District Athletics 

14
th
 - P&F General Mtg. ï 9.30am ï Staffroom 

17
th
 - Farewell to Yoko Hamanaka 

18
th
 - End of Term 3 ï 2.15 assembly ï 2.30 dismissal 

 
October 

 
3

rd
 - Welcome to Yumi Ito ï Japanese Intern 

  (Haley/OôBrien Family to host) 
5

th
 - Term 4 begins 

10
th
 - Kalinda Trivia Night ï Norwood SC 

17
th
 - Working Bee ï 10am-12noon 

19
th
 - P&F General Mtg. ï 9.30am Staffroom 

25
th
 - Shopping Tour 

28
th
 - Neighbourhood Watch Mtg. - Staffroom 

 
 

TERM DATES 2010 
 
Term 1 - 27

th
 January ï 26

th
 March 

(Students resume Monday, 1
st
 February 2010) 

Term 2 - 12
th

 April ï 25
th
 June 

Term 3 - 12
th

 July ï 17
th

 September 
Term 4 - 4

th
 October ï 17

th
 December 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Notices to Families sent 4th ï 11th June 2009 
Notice: Distributed to: Return by: 

Family Life Incursion Level 4 24/6/09 

Level 1 Swimming  Level 1 13/07/09 

Footy Notice (Saints vs Roos - MCG) Level 4 22/6/09 

Enviro Science Conference Level 4 14/6/09 

PMP Roster Preps ASAP 

 
 

FROM THE PHYS ED DESK  
 
Interschool Sport 
This week will be our last round of winter interschool sport. The Girls netball 
team is so far undefeated and we wish them well this week, as we do all our 
teams. Iôd like to take this opportunity to thank Carmen, Nikki, Sandra, Briony 
and all the coaches who have helped guide our teams this term.  Each Friday, 
we put nine teams out to play other schools in our District, with over 100 
students involved.  Without the help and support of our Parent and Friends 
community, we would not be able to compete.  So once again, thank you. 
 
Phys Ed 
On Tuesday of this week, the Level 3 students took part in an AFL clinic run by students from Norwood 
Secondary College.  All grades were involved and enjoyed the experience greatly. 
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In the last week of term, Level 3 and 4 students will be completing sprint trials for the House Athletics. They 
will have two runs to find out who are the fastest runners for the House. Itôs important to note that ALL 
students will compete at the House Athletics- completing field events and some track events. This will be 
held on Friday 31

st
 July at the Bill Sewart Reserve in Nunawading.  A note explaining the details and cost will 

be sent out in the first week next term.  I will be needing as much parental help as we can muster, so if you 
are able to help out, even for a short time, please let me know via the office. 
 
Taylah hitting óem for six! 
 
Taylah (5/6A) has made it through to the last 18 for the Girls State Cricket team.  This is a fantastic effort 
Taylah and we wish you well in the final stages of selection. 
 
STUART McLEAN 
PHYS ED TEACHER 
 
 

 

 
Students are being invited to join in the celebrations of the 30th year of the MS Readathon by registering to 

take part in the June reading event. Since 1979 schools and children across Australia have read to help 
people with  

multiple sclerosis (MS). 
 

Students, parents and grandparents can get involved, here's how... 
 

Click online for free registration and receive an MS Readathon wristband 
 

Flick through books from 1-30 June (you can count books from other reading programs too) 
 

Collect sponsorship donations from family and friends and collect some terrific rewards 
 

Visit www.msreadathon.org.au or call 1300 677 323 for more details. 

 
Bonus! Once 20 students from our school register online for the MS Readathon, the school will receive a 

Penguin book pack for the library- it's free to register online, just check with mum or dad first. 

Due to popular demand:  

MS Readathon reading period now any 30 days in June, July or August! 

 

http://www.msreadathon.org.au/
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PUPIL OF THE WEEK  
 

 
P/L Baylin  - For becoming a star writer and trying so hard to spell difficult words. 
 Tyra  - For being a superstar writer with her fantastic journal writing. 
P/M Michael  - For fabulous work on the computer.  Great keyboard skills Michael! 
12C Piper  - For smiling and being friendly towards classmates. 

Keely  - For your kind and friendly manners to everyone! 
12F Alice  - For the responsible way she carries out her role as Waste Wise Rep.  You  
    always keep us informed.  Wonderful job Alice.  You are sensational! 
12J Hannah P. - For always working hard and trying to do her best.  Five Star Worker! 
 Hannah C. - For being a happy and organized member of the class who always applies  
    herself to class tasks. 
 Rebekah - For working hard to improve your listening skills.  Well done. 
 Caitlin  - For all your enthusiasm, effort and energy you put into our Light & Sound  
    Expo. 
12M Jack  - For showing so much determination to finish his Light & Sound activities.   
    YOU CAN DO IT JACK!  Well done. 
 Angus  - For being so enthusiastic!  You are a wonderful role model for your peers.   
    Keep it up muscles! 
12P Deacon  - For thinking like a mathematician during our maths activities.  Keep up the  
    great work.  
 Kevin  - For excellent writing during our Personal Writing sessions. Well done Kevin. 
34C Luke  - For your positive attitude towards learning.  Keep it up! 
34H Jackson - For his keen reading about some aspects of Australian history. 
34T Bailey  - For amazing improvement of your listening skills.  Superb! 
 James  - For super concentration and effort to get all your work finished.  Keep it up! 
34W Courtney - For beautiful book presentation at all times. 
 Georgia  - For identifying lots of spelling errors in a test ï great spotting! 
56T Bec  - For taking great responsibility for her own learning by starting a daily  
    reading log. 
 Demi  - For her insightful view of the story and morals behind óWickedô.  Thanks for  
    sharing your experience with us. 
 Tom  - For being an awesome ñSuperClubsò mentor and leading the way!  You  
    show great leadership and patience. 
 Stephie  - For her in-depth and insightful Lotus Diagram on óRabbit Proof Fenceô and  
    for being a wonderful óSuperClubsô mentor. 
 Ben  - For persisting at a task and finishing your Lotus Diagram, and for showing a  
    growing maturity.  Iôm proud of you! 
From the Sports Desk 
 
12C Curtis - For volunteering to help pack up the sports equipment after your Phys Ed lesson.   
   Your effort was much appreciated. 
34T Renee - For helping umpire and coach netball games in a Level 3 class.  You showed real  
   leadership. 
Artists of the Week 
 
12P Noah - For the way he listened so carefully to the instructions in Art.  His work showed how  
   well he concentrated. 
56S Grace - For painting a detailed design on her didgeridoo and showing initiative at clean-up  
   time. 
 Evie - For making a creative pom pom and being dependable in helping others. 
 Claire - For making a colourful óGods-Eyeô and assisting in a responsible way at pack up  
   time. 
 Abbey - For making a colourful pom pom and assisting others who needed help. 
L.O.T.E. Australian Ambassador Award 
 
56T Emma - For bringing lamingtons and sharing with Yoko Sensei and the class. 
34T Nicholas  - For bringing a large didgeridoo to show Yoko Sensei and the class. 
34J Lauren - For bringing a large didgeridoo to show Yoko Sensei and the class. 



6 

 

Drawing Competition  
 
During Term 1 the Level 1 and 2 students and some of the Level 3 students participated in the Maroondah 
City Councilôs Wellbeing Plan Drawing Competition. Our students illustrated the things they love about their 
neighbourhood. They created pictures of shopping at Eastland, the history of Ringwood such as the clock 
tower, parks and gardens, birds and wildlife, and friendly neighbours. Eighteen pictures were short-listed and 
submitted to the council. At Mondayôs assembly we welcomed Councillor Nora Lamont present awards to 
these participants.  
 
The pictures will be included in the councilôs Wellbeing Plan publication. It is due to be released at the 
beginning of next year, and a copy will be presented to the school. Congratulations to all the students 
involved. 
 
Distinction 
Á Nirodha  3/4T 
Á Olivia   3/4C 
Á Chloe   3/4W 
Á Jarrod   Prep L 
Á Scarlett  Prep M 

 
Merit 
Á Chirathi  1/2P 
Á Emily   1/2D 
Á James   1/2P 
Á Holly   3/4C 
Á Astrid  1/2M 

 
Acheivement 
Á Erica   Prep L 
Á Taylah   Prep S 
Á Lachlan  Prep S 
Á Bradley  1/2P 
Á Isaac   1/2D 
Á Emily   1/2P 
Á Michael  1/2J 
Á Maddie   3/4C 

 
 
 

Level 1 and 2 Sewing 
 
Over the past several weeks I have been focusing on threads and textiles in Art. The Preps have 
embellished fruit and vegetable prints with decorative stitches, and the 1ôs and 2ôs have spent two sessions 
learning running stitch and incorporating beads and sequins on and around felt leaf shapes. 
 
Of course, this would not be possible without the assistance of many mums and even a grandma. They 
helped thread the nearly five hundred needles used over the course of the project, untangle some mammoth 
knots, and safely tie off everyoneôs work at each sessionôs end. Hearltfelt thanks to these terrific ladies. 
 
The children love having a special person come to Art, and I greatly appreciate the donation of time and 
effort.  Please take the time to look at the displayed sewing work in the corridors. 
 
LIBBY SHAW 
VISUAL ARTS TEACHER 
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L.O.T.E. CORNER  

 

From Yokoééé 
 
Hello everyone.  Term 2 is almost finished!  The time has passed very quickly!  I 
am having a great time here at Kalinda.  I am going on a trip to Uluru during 
school holidays.  I have wanted to go there for a long time, so I am very excited 
about that. 
 
When I get back from my trip I would like to share some photos and the things 
I have done.  Have a lovely holiday, all. 
 
YOKO HAMANAKA 
 
 

Host Family Needed for Miss Yumi Ito,  

visiting in October 2009  
 

 

Ms. Yumi Ito  

Dates: December 19th to January 28
th

 for 6 weeks 
If interested please contact the school office or fill out this form and send back to school. 

 

Family Name:______________________________________ 

 

Children at Kalinda :_________________________________ 

 

Contact number:____________________________________ 

 

We appreciate your support in helping our school. 

 
Things are a bit different this year with 2 interns coming -  Miss Yoko Hamanaka, who is currently teaching at 
our school and Miss Yumi Ito, who will arrive on October 3

rd
 2009.  Kalinda has always played a valuable 

role in hosting our lovely interns who want to learn about education and teaching English. 
 
This is always a very valuable experience for any family.  You will need a spare room for the intern.  They will 
share meals with you and require transport arrangements to and from school.  They usually provide a small 
allowance to each host family for their period of stay and are always very polite and welcoming.  Donôt feel 
as though you have to entertain them every weekend as most interns usually do this themselves or they are 
just tired and need to rest at home.  If hosting over the Christmas break, most interns usually take a holiday 
and you will only need to provide them with suitable storage.  
 
An information Book on Hosting our Interns is available from the school office if you have any further 
questions. 
 
The Haley family will be hosting Yumi in October, as her first family, and will welcome her on 3

rd
 October at 

5.20 am in the morning.  She will be travelling over from Western Australia after visiting them for 6 months. 
 
We appreciate all families offering their homes and friendly, caring advice to our interns.  Please let me know 
if you have any questions about hosting or if you are unsure.  Hiromi and I are always happy to help. 
 
Thank you to all the families who have hosted Yoko this year, or are still to host her.  The school appreciates 
your continued support of our intern program.  
 
FIONAL SALMON 
INTERN CO-ORDINATOR 
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ORGANIC VEGETABLE GARDEN HAMPER RAFFLE 
 
At the end of each term, we will draw a name out to win the Kalinda Organic Vegetable Garden Hamper.  
You can purchase a raffle ticket from our Waste Wise Leaders.   
 

One more week to purchase raffle tickets 
40c each, or 3 for $1.00 

 
All money raised will go directly back into the garden to purpose more plants, manure 
and organic pest control. 
  
Winner will be drawn at end of term Assembly on Friday 26

th
 June.  

 
 
 

DISCO UPDATE 
 
Itôs all happening in the Multi Purpose Room on Saturday, 20

th
 June.  

The Junior Session (Preps, Grade 1 & 2) is being held from 5.30pm to 7.30pm.   
The Senior Session (Grades 3-6) will go from 8pm till 10pm.  All supper catering  
has now been organised.  If however your child suddenly decides they want to come 
after all, you may turn up and pay on the night -  he or she may not have a choice of supper. 

 

Rosters 
 
Thanks to those parents who offered to assist on the night.  As usual we were inundated with volunteers 
from the junior grades ï so much so, that we have been unable to utilise everybody.  Those parents who 
have been rostered on should receive a copy of the roster today, via their child.  If you did not receive a copy 
(but had offered to help) and would like to double check if you are rostered on or not, there is a copy posted 
on the office window and one on the door of the MPR facing Kalinda Rd. (which can be viewed outside 
normal school hours).  
 
Parents who are assisting with external security on the night are asked to bring a suitable torch if 
possible. 

 

Important reminders  
 
The Disco is a very well-attended Kalinda social event that is completely organised and run by parents from 
Parents & Friends.  We take our responsibilities for the safety and wellbeing of the children who are 
attending very seriously.  For this reason we must ensure that ALL students are signed in AND out of the 
MPR by an adult responsible for their care.  There are no exceptions to this procedure (no matter how 
long the queues are or in how much of a hurry you are) as we must know who we have in our care at all 
times.  The parents who have offered to help with this process are aware that people are waiting and will do 
their job as quickly as they can.  While you are waiting your patience and understanding would be 
appreciated. 
 
During the disco please make sure you are able to be reached on the contact number you have given.  If 
your child becomes unwell, upset or has behavioural issues we may need to contact you.  Thankfully, these 
instances are not common. 
 
We are looking forward to another successful night!! 
 
DISCO COMMITTEE 
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FREE DRESS DAY  

On Monday  22 nd  June we are 

celebrating World Environment Day.  

Come dressed in as many shades of 

blue as you can find!  

$1 or $2 Gold Coin Donation in aid of 

Landcare Australia who are planting 

thousands of trees across Victoria.   

Special Environmental Assembly  

on Monday  
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS  

 

 
WALK-A-THON 
 
Thanks to everyone for making the Walk-a-thon a 
huge success this year.  Itôs now time to make sure 
you collect your pledged donations and return them 
to school as soon as possible.   
 
REMINDER TO LEVEL 2 PARENTSé. 
 
As some of you may have already noted on the 
Level 2 noticeboard (attached to the wall outside 
Mrs Withersô classroom) you are invited to attend a 
Morning Tea at The Foyer, Holloway Rd, Croydon 
North (situated in the grounds of the Melbourne 
Christian Fellowship) on Thursday, 25

th
 June at 

9.30am.  This restaurant is 5 minutes drive from 
school, is a great place to catch up for coffee/ 
morning tea and provides a fabulous preschool-age 
entertaining area.   

 
Will have to book a table or two so please RSVP to 
Sam Clifford, 1/2M Parent Rep, by Monday 22

nd
 

June. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UNIFORM SHOP 

Open on Wednesdays from 3pm. 
 

 

CANTEEN ROSTER 
 
22/6/09  CLOSED 
23/6/09  CLOSED 
24/6/09  K. Donnellan, M. Boyhan 
25/6/09  B. Roberts, 
26/6/09  E. Gallagher, L. Miller 
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KALINDA COMMUNITY DINNER 
To celebrate the end of financial year and the end of term, we 

are getting together for a dinner at Bucatiniõs on Tuesday 23rd  

June.  Please contact Carmen on the number below if you are 

able to attend.  This dinner is open to the whole community.  

Details as follows:  

 
WHEN :   Tuesday, 23

rd
 June 2009 

WHERE:   Bucatini (old Neros) 

    454 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham 

TIME:     7.30PM 
RSVP:    Carmen (0402 109 793) 

 

Good food, good company, good times. 
EVERYONE WELCOME 

 
 

 
RECIPE OF THE WEEK! 

 

§ Serves 4-6 

§ Cooking Time: 2 & 1/4 hours 
 

Slow roasted maple and soy lamb shanks 
 
What you need:   6-8 lamb shanks ï depends on how many you allow per person 

1 tsp olive oil 
1/3 cup maple syrup 
1/3 cup soy sauce 
1/3 cup beef stock 
 
 

¶ Preheat oven to 150ºC. 
 

¶ Heat the oil in a large frypan and brown the lamb shanks.  Then place shanks in a baking dish and 
pour over the maple syrup, soy sauce and stock.  Gently combine until well coated. 

 

¶ Cover with foil and bake for 2 hours, turning once after 1 hour.  After 2 hours turn oven down to 
140ºC for a final 10-15 minutes whilst serving up plates, mashing spuds etc. 

 

¶ Serve with mashed potato and steamed or roasted vegetables. 
 
WENDY McLAUGHLAN 
MASTER CHEF 
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KALINDA COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD  
 

 

 


