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Newsletter No. 1 - Term 1 – Week 2

7 February 2019

From the Acting Principal………….
WELCOME TO TERM ONE
A very warm welcome to all our new students and their families and an
equally warm ‘welcome back’ to all our continuing students and families
for 2019!
The children settled into their new classrooms with huge smiles and
curiosity as they eagerly awaited the beginning of their learning journey in
2019.
Our excited group of new Foundation students confidently started the school year last Thursday. We were
amazed at the way they waved goodbye to their parents, eager to start their primary school life at Kalinda. Many
of our parents left with tears, and possibly a few cheers as the school bell indicated the start of the day.
I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome our new staff to the Kalinda Community.
As you enter our front office you will be greeted with a warm smile from our Administrative Officer, Sarah
Attwood. If the children have any first aid needs we have been lucky enough to secure the services of Lindsey
Booth. Lindsey will be in the school every day working from 11:00am-2:30pm ensuring our children have the
best care possible if required. The Year 1&2 Team welcome Ebony Woolcock and Claire Todeschini along with
the 3&4 Team who have been joined by Hayley Crossland and Lucy Browne. Our Performing Arts Program is
buzzing along with some innovative ideas from the very talented Jayne Setford, which completes our expert
staff for 2019.
Positive Education
Our school staff met with 1200 other educators from Maroondah at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition
Centre on a very hot Tuesday last week, for the launch of our Positive Education Initiative for 2019.
Positive Education focuses on specific skills that assist students to strengthen their relationships, build positive
emotions, enhance personal resilience, pro-mote mindfulness and encourage a healthy lifestyle.
Through teaching these valuable life skills, Kalinda Primary School will provide its students with an increased
capacity to learn effectively, as well as offering them a strong foundation on which they can build a successful
life.
The Minister for Education, James Merlino, commented that, “The eyes of the world are on Maroondah” as we
explore best practice and take the lead in this all-encompassing wellbeing project, that we are working on in
conjunction with the City of Maroondah!
Our Goals for 2019!
This year Kalinda will continue to have a focus on ensuring student success in Literacy and Numeracy. In
particular, we will be focusing on high impact teaching strategies in writing and evidence based differentiation in
mathematics.
School Grounds
Landscapers were busy at school over the summer break, making sure all was in readiness for the beginning of
the school year. Construction of the new pathways, decking and garden areas are well under way around the
5/6 portables and we expect the work to be completed by the end of Term 1. The children are very excited
about the new outdoor learning spaces being created and look forward to utilising them as much as possible.
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We Remember
Have you noticed the Plaque that presides in the garden at the front of the school?
It was put there to commemorate the lives that were lost and the hardships people
endured at the time of the Black Saturday fires.
Today is the tenth anniversary of Black Saturday. We remember the people who
died, and those whose lives changed forever. We also remember the emergency
services, the agencies, and the volunteers who helped with an event that was too
great to deal with alone.
As you pass by the plaque take a moment to reflect on how the fires changed the
lives of so many.
School Council Nominations
Notice of election and calls for nominations for School Council will be opened today and close on the 21st of February.
Please see below for further information.
Why Should I be on School Council?
School Council plays an important role in school accountability and improvement processes. It is a legally formed body
that is given powers to set the key directions of our school. As part of the school council you can ensure that the
educational opportunities for your children are met.
Karen Rouda
Acting Principal

We are Kind

We are Resilient

We are Respectful

Notice of Election and Call for Nominations
for Kalinda Primary School Council in 2019
An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of Kalinda Primary School.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school from 4:00pm this afternoon, Thursday 7th February 2019,
and must be lodged by 4.00pm on Thursday, 21st February 2019.
The ballot will close at 4.00pm on Friday, 1st March 2019at 4:00pm.
School Council Nomination forms may be for a Self-Nomination form for Parent Member category or a
Nomination form for Parent Member category.
Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school. The terms
of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for election are
as follows:
Membership category

Term of office

Number of positions

Parent member

From the day after the date of the
declaration of the poll in 2018 to and
inclusive of the date of the declaration of
the poll in 2018.

4 – 2 yr
1 – 1 yr

DET employee member

From the day after the date of the
declaration of the poll in 2018 to and
inclusive of the date of the declaration of
the poll in 2018.

2 – 2 yr

Kalinda Primary School also has 2 Community positions available which will be voted on by the new
School Council.
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School Council Elections 2019
Information for Parents
What is a school council and what does it do?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given powers to
set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly
influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students.
Who is on the school council?
For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership:
A mandated elected Parent category – more than one third of the total members must be from this category.
Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their child’s school as long as they
are not employed at the school.
A mandated elected DET employee category – members of this category may make up no more than one-third of the
total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members.
An optional Community member category – members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of their
special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be Community members.
Generally, the term of office for all members is about two years. The term of office of half the members expires each
year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections.
Why is Parent membership so important?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of
the school.
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also find that
their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
How can you become involved?
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only held if
more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. In view of this, you might seriously consider
standing for election as a member of the school council encouraging another person to stand for election.
Do I need special experience to be on school council?
No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help
shape the school’s future.
What do you need to do to stand for election?
The principal will issue a notice of election and call for nominations following the commencement of Term 1 each year.
All school council elections must be completed by the end of March. If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange
for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate yourself in the Parent category. DET employees
whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not employed are eligible to nominate as parents for the school
council at that school. Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the
notice of election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed
nomination. Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be
conducted during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.

Remember





Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do
Consider standing for election to council this year
Be sure to vote in the elections.
Contact the principal for further information.
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School Council Election Process and Timetable 2019
Kalinda Primary School No. 5121
EVENT
Notice of election and call for
nominations

DATE
Thursday 7th February 2019

Closing date for nominations

Thursday 21st February 2019 –
4:00pm

Date by which the list of candidates
and nominators will be displayed

Thursday 21st February, after
4:00pm

Date by which ballot papers will be
prepared and distributed, if
necessary.

Friday, 22nd February 2019

Close of ballot

Friday 1st March 2019 – 4:00pm

Vote count

Friday 1st March 2019 – after
4:00pm

Declaration of ballot

Friday 1st March 2019 - after
4:00pm

First council meeting to co-opt
Community members (the Principal
will preside)

Monday 18th March 2019

Second council meeting to elect
office bearers (the Principal will
preside)

Monday 18th March 2019
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A FEW REMINDERS
PERSONAL GOODS BROUGHT TO SCHOOL
Personal property is often brought to school by students and visitors. This can include mobile phones,
electronic games, calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on school premises.
The Department does not hold insurance for personal property brought to school and it has no capacity to
pay for any loss or damage to such property. Therefore, parents are reminded to discourage children
bringing valuable items to school.
All mobile phones brought to school must be checked in at the office before school begins and signed out at
the end of the day. Students are not permitted to have mobile phones in the classrooms or in their bags.

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE ARRANGEMENTS
Below is an excerpt from a memo from the Department of Education which I draw to the attention of all our families.

“Parents are reminded that the Department does not provide personal accident insurance for students.
Parents and Guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students,
including any transport costs, including ambulance.
Student accident insurance policies are available from some commercial insurers. These cover a range of
medical expenses not covered by Medicare or private health insurance.”

STAFF CAR PARK
The car park is for Staff and vehicles who have the permission of the school to park. This has to be the
case because we cannot accommodate all parents in the car park, even if it is raining. We have had
some instances of parents racing into the driveway, ignoring the fact that there may be parents with
toddlers in that area. This is a dangerous practice and threatens the safety of our children and families.
Please communicate this message to all your family members who may be coming up to the school to collect
children. The only exceptions to this ruling is people who have contacted the office and explained that they
have a disability or picking up sick children. Those who have a heavy delivery for the school are also allowed in
the car park. In these instances a permit will be issued to place on the dashboard of the vehicles.

Please, for the safety of you and your children at drop off and pick up
times, use the School Crossing to avoid any unwanted incidents.
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PUPIL OF THE WEEK AWARDS
CLASS

STUDENT
NAME

SUCCESSFUL ACTIVITY

56A

Reed D.

Pursuing his personal
independent reading

best and challenging himself during

56A

Georgie C.

Embracing Grade 6 and proving how important it is to step out of
your comfort zone!

56C

George G.

His exceptional and highly engaging story titled’ Balance to the
Kingdom. This story had the class spell bound!

56C

Jack C.

Showing great strength of character to play by the rules and hold
others accountable in our ‘Play is the Way’ game of Ball Countdown.

56L

Frederick J.

Being brave and having a great first week at Kalinda

34F

Matthew Mc

Persisting to finish off all the work even when it is new and difficult

34J

Aiden B

Being brave and participating when reading your letter to Mrs
Henderson

34H

Charli J

Your bravery and resilience starting at a new school. Welcome to
Kalinda. We adore you already!

34H

Xavier L

Starting the new year so positively! You are pursuing your personal
best with everything you do.

34B

Alexander H

Your wonderful listening and respectful behaviour. You have made
an excellent start to 2019!

34C

Abby S-L

Being brave and confidently participating in class discussions

34C

Harley C

Participating so enthusiastically in the first weeks of school

34S

Natasha R

Showing kindness to others and offering help when finished with her
class task

12R

Owen T

Being such a positive, happy class member

12P

Paul T

Being brave and participating in a Maths lesson, even when he didn’t
feel like it. What a great choice!

12K

Yumiao F

Being a great help around the class and showing initiative. Keep up
the great work!

12W

Leon Z

Demonstrating the virtue of persistence, cleaning up our playground
and classroom without being asked or seeking reward.

12A

Calan R

Settling into Kalinda and his new class so well. Welcome Calan!

12A

Jack J

Making a fantastic start to school at Kalinda. Welcome Jack!

12Z

Rory Mc

Pursuing your personal best with your letter to Mrs George! Great
start to Grade 1 Rory!

12B

Jose L

An excellent start to 2019. Keep it up!

12T

Lincoln B

Taking great initiative within the classroom and helping his class
mates. Keep up the great team work!
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Events Calendar
February 2019
8th
First Interschool Sport for Years 5 and 6
21st
Open Afternoon – 3:30 – 4:15pm
26th
AFL clinic for Foundation
FORWARD DATES:
4th March
Division Swimming, Years 3-6
19th March
School Photos
25 March to 29 March Grade 5/6 Camp
14th to 16th May
NAPLAN Assessments
Please ignore previously published dates. They
were not correct.

Term Dates 2019
Term 1:
Term 2:
Term 3:
Term 4:

29 January to
23 April to
15 July to
7 October to

CANTEEN ROSTER
Monday 11 Feb
Wednesday 13 Feb
Thursday 14 Feb
Friday 15 Feb

April 5
28 June
20 September
20 December

Simone R
Susanne H
Tarsha T
2 helpers needed please

HEALTH NEWS
INFECTIOUS DISEASES
Department of Health has guidelines regarding infectious diseases.
All infectious diseases, eg. Chicken pox, measles, mumps, impetigo (school sores), etc. must be reported to
the school and to your doctor. In turn, the school is required to notify the Department of Health immediately.
A notice will then be sent home to parents warning of any illnesses within the school.
Before your child returns to school, a medical clearance must be supplied by your GP.
For those children who are not immunised, the Department guidelines state that, “ during

an outbreak of
an infectious disease, DHHS directs children not immunised by a vaccine-preventable
disease to be excluded until advised by the school that attendance can be resumed.”
Please refer to the link for information on infectious diseases at: https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/publichealth/infectious-diseases/school-exclusion/exclusion-periods-role-of-schools-and-child-care-services
If you have any doubts about symptoms, please contact your doctor.

SEVERE ALLERGIES (ANAPHYLAXIS)
We have some students at Kalinda who have a SEVERE allergic reaction
(Anaphylactic shock) to the following foods:
Eggs
Kiwi Fruit
Peanuts
Cashews
Walnuts
Almonds
All tree nuts – including hazelnuts and by-products, eg. Nutella.
This is an extremely serious condition and we must treat it with great care and concern.
We do realise that labels on processed products can be very difficult to read and interpret, but we do ask you
to be cautious in food preparation as this condition is very serious if children come into contact with these
foods in any way.
Our school canteen will not be selling products containing these allergens EXCEPT cooked egg in baked products, and
mayonnaise. These items are always identified on the canteen menu and prepared separately. Families with allergies
should make sure that any canteen order is clearly marked as a child with an allergy All children at Kalinda must be

safe at school and it is the responsibility of the school and its community to make sure that happens. Even
though these children may not be in your child’s grade it is still possible for playground equipment to be
contaminated by residue on fingers, etc.
Please communicate this message to the rest of your family if they are making lunches for your children.

ASTHMA
Please ensure any children who have asthma (even if just occasional) have up to date asthma plans and up
to date medication at the school.
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WORKING BEE
Kalinda PS relies on Working Bees to maintain the extensive grounds that we’re very fortunate to have.
We are asking that each family attend at least one Working Bee during the year to help keep the
playgrounds and surrounding areas safe and well maintained for our children.
Not only are Working Bees an opportunity to contribute to your children’s school, but they are also a great
opportunity to meet other parents at the post-Working Bee BBQ.
We have scheduled 8 Working Bee dates for 2019, including five Sundays to provide flexibility to families
who may have Saturday commitments. Working Bees start at 10am and run for approximately 2 hours.
Children are very welcome to attend.
A note was sent home this week on lilac paper for completion and return to the office. We ask that these
notes be returned by next Friday, 15 February.

BREAKFAST CLUB
Breakfast Club will resume on Tuesday, 12th February. The Breakfast Club runs on Tuesdays and
Thursdays throughout the term from 8:30am – 8:50am. All students are welcome to the Stadium Foyer for a
yummy brekky.
To start up the Breakfast Club this year we are looking for donations of:
Longlife milk
Butter
Honey

Cereals
Cheese
Spreads

Bread
Eggs
Milo

These can be delivered to the office at any time throughout the day. Thank you.

CANTEEN NEWS
Welcome back, the Canteen is now open Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays for lunch
orders. Lunchtime icy pole sales are open every day of the week and some afternoons during the warm
weather.
Please make sure your child’s stickybeak bag is clean on the inside and is clearly marked with their full name
and updated class. Please make sure you have sufficient money to cover your child’s order.
Our Canteen Menu can be found online on our school’s website under ‘Notices and Forms’ and also under
‘Canteen’. There are some hard copies available at the office.
Canteen volunteer roster forms are going home tomorrow, with the eldest child. This year we are also trialling
an online volunteer sign up - term by term.
You can sign up at the following link volunteersignup.org/XJ3WF
Thank you for your continued support of our school canteen.
Justine

LOST PROPERTY
If your child is missing any items of clothing, lunch boxes, drink bottles, etc. please check the Lost Property
tubs at the end of the corridor near the office. Smaller items or valuable items (toys, jewellery, etc.) are
normally held at the office.
Occasionally, uniform items go home with the wrong child. Please check all your child’s clothing at home
and, if you have an item with someone else’s name on it, please return it to the school office. Thank you for
your co-operation.
PLEASE NAME ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING, LUNCHBOXES, DRINK BOTTLES, TOYS, ETC.
We would love to be able to return them to your child when found.
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BE SUNSMART

A reminder to all parents that Term 1 is a Sunsmart term. School approved slouch
hats with a logo, must be worn outside at all times, including to and from school. If
students are not wearing their hats, they will be asked to play in the shade. Hats are
available from the RHSports Uniform Shop in New St, Ringwood.

OFFICE NEWS
Parent Payment Contributions 2019 –
If you are on a Payment Plan, please note that the 2 nd instalment was due on 31st January. The 3rd
instalment is due on 28th February.
If you wish to go on a Payment Plan, please come to the office to organise. This will enable you to then
pick up Book Packs for your child/ren. If you are on a Payment Plan, please note that the 2 nd instalment was
due on 31st January.
Credit Card & BPay payments – Please remember that we cannot accept payments of less than $10 for
credit card and less than $30 for BPay. If you are paying by BPay, please also send in a short email or note
letting us know the amount, what the payment was for and the BPay Receipt number, to
kalinda.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
If payments of less than $10 are received, we will be returning them home and asking for cash payment.
The 2017 Parent Payment Policy and the Kalinda Primary School Hardship Policy is located on our website
at www.kalinda.vic.edu.au/ - Notices & Forms, for your information. .

REMINDER - Canberra Camp 2019
Full payment for Canberra Camp is due next Thursday, 14th February 2019.

CSEF
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
Applications for CSEF can now be submitted to the office for processing. If you do not have a form, please call
in at the office. Don’t forget to bring your Centrelink/Healthcare Card with you for copying. If there are no
changes from your previous form, we just need a copy of your Centrelink/Healthcare Card.
If you have any queries regarding any of the above, please contact the Office.
THERESA JARVIS
BUSINESS MANAGER

COMMUNITY NEWS
COMPASS
If your child is away due to illness, medical appointments, family holidays, or other reasons, please
remember to login to Compass and register their non-attendance through the “Add / Approve
Absence” tab on your child’s Home Page in Compass.

STUDENT BANKING
Student Banking will resume on Friday 7th February 2019.

10

UNIFORM SHOP - RHSports
Kalinda Primary School Uniforms are available to purchase offsite at RHSports at Unit 12, 100 New Street,
Ringwood. Notices are available at the office or on our website at www.kalinda.vic.edu.au/notices&forms
For your convenience, the RHSports Shop is open every day from 9:00am – 5:00pm, including school
holidays.
The direct link to RHSports is https://www.rhsports.com.au/shop/product/clothing/school_wear/kalinda_ps

Kalinda Sports shirts.
Kalinda Sports tops are available from our
uniform supplier RHS.
The sports tops in house designs are an
elective part of our uniform and in 2019
students in Grades 3-6 can choose to wear
them on days when they have timetabled
weekly P.E, or on sports days such as Cross
Country, House sports and Interschool
sport. On all other days, the regular KPS
polo must be worn.
Please

KALINDA COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD
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